
Overview 
Bankruptcy law allows a debtor who is unable 
to pay creditors to develop a plan that allows 
the debtor to resolve his or her debts through 
the division of assets among creditors. This 
supervised division allows the interests of all 
creditors to be treated with some measure of 
equality. Some bankruptcy proceedings allow 
debtors to stay in business and use revenue 
generated to resolve their debts. The law also 
allows certain debtors to free themselves (to 
be discharged) of the financial obligations 
they have accumulated, after their assets are 
distributed, even if their debts have not been 
paid in full.
 The extensive bankruptcy resources 
available on the LexisNexis® services include:
•	 Federal	Case	Law,	including	decisions	

from	the	U.S.	Bankruptcy	Courts
•	 Bankruptcy	Statutes,	including	the	entire	

Bankruptcy	Code	(Title	11	of	the	USCS)	
•	 Bankruptcy	Rules
 – Additional legislative materials, 

including the Bankruptcy  
Reform	Act	and	legislative	history	
materials

	 –	 Collier	on	Bankruptcy®,	15th	Edition	
Revised,	a	treatise	which	contains	
comprehensive analysis of statutory 
and procedural bankruptcy law. It is 
conveniently organized according to 
substance and function. LexisNexis 
is the exclusive provider of Collier on 
Bankruptcy, the most authoritative 
treatise in bankruptcy law.

These specialized sources can be found quickly and  
efficiently in the Area of Law by Topic – Bankruptcy  
folder on the LexisNexis® research system.

If you don’t know what source to start with, use Search by Topic to retrieve 
sources that will provide a broad overview of the legal issue.  

Additionally, to help maximize the efficiency of your research, the 
LexisNexis® Bankruptcy Practice Center page offers several easy-to-use 
search templates for many frequently used bankruptcy resources.
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RESEARCH ISSUE: GO TO … DO THIS …

Find	expert	analysis	on	
eligibility requirements for 
liquidation in bankruptcy.

Search > Search by Topic or 
Headnote > Bankruptcy 

From	the	Bankruptcy	folder,	click	on	the							to	the	left	of	
Liquidations.
Click	on	the	link	for	Eligibility. 
In Option 1 – Search Across Sources, click on the Select Sources 
button under Sources.
Select Collier on Bankruptcy, 15th Ed. Rev.
Click	on	Search.

Find	Cases	and	secondary	
sources that refer to a  
U.S.	Code	section.

Shepard’s ® From	the	Shepard’s tab, type in the citation of the statute, i.e.,  
11 usc 503(a).
Select the exact match to view the sources that have cited to this 
statutory section.
Click	on	FOCUS™ - Restrict By
Select the sources that you want to view.

Find	cases	that	discuss	the	
statute of limitations within 
which a trustee must bring 
a preference action after 
conversion	from	Chapter	11	
to	Chapter	7.

Search > Search by Source > Area  
of Law – by Topic > Bankruptcy >  
US Supreme Court, USAPP, DIST 
and Bankruptcy Courts Cases 

Submit	a	Terms	and	Connectors	search	request,	i.e.,	limit! /25 
preferen! or avoid! /25 convert! or conversion /25 trustee

Retrieve	filings	in	which	a	
particular company is listed 
as a debtor.

Research	Tasks	>	Bankruptcy Go to the Public Records section.
From	the	Select a Public Record	pull-down	menu,	select	
Judgments and Liens.
Under	Enter	Search	Terms,	type	in	the	following	search:		
debtor(company name).
Click	on	the	Continue Search link at the top of the screen that 
appears in order to view your cite list of filings.

Find	the	Legislative	History	
of the Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention	and	Consumer	
Protection	Act	of	2005.	

Search tab > Search by Source 
> Area of Law – by Topic > 
Find	Statutes,	Court	Rules	and	
Regulations	>	2005 Bankruptcy 
Legislation

Click	on	the	links	to	retrieve	the	Bankruptcy	Abuse	Prevention	
and	Consumer	Protection	Act	of	2005,	Bill	Tracking	Report,	
Congressional	Committee	Reports,	Congressional	Hearing	
Transcripts,	Congressional	Vote	Reports,	Congressional	Record	
Transcripts	and	Current	News	Articles.

Retrieve	analysis	of	The	
Bankruptcy	Abuse	Prevention	
and	Consumer	Protection	Act	
of	2005.

Search tab > Search by Source 
> Area of Law – by Topic > 
Find	Statutes,	Court	Rules	and	
Regulations	>	Analysis of The 2005 
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and 
Consumer Protection Act of 2005

Click	on	the	link	Analysis of The Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention 
and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 to automatically retrieve 
section-by-section	analysis	of	the	act.

Find	a	source	that	discusses	
hot issues that have emerged 
in bankruptcy law.

Search tab > by Source > Area of 
Law –  By Topic > Bankruptcy > 
Emerging Issues

Click	on	a	case	from	the	list	to	automatically	retrieve	materials	
that discuss the hot issues in bankruptcy law in depth.

Talk to your LexisNexis law school representative  
to learn more about how to research bankruptcy  
sources effectively and efficiently!

www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool
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