
 
LexisNexis® Academic URL API Specification 

Terms of Use 

Thank you for your interest in the LexisNexis Academic URL API Specification.  LexisNexis provides 
this Specification to promote alternative means of accessing LexisNexis Academic.  LexisNexis grants 
you a limited, personal, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to download, copy, and use this 
Specification subject to the following terms: 

1.  You may use the Specification to develop applications that access LexisNexis Academic via the API 
for use by you and third parties.  You may not use the Specification for any other purpose. 

2.  Access to LexisNexis Academic requires a separate subscription and is governed by the user’s 
applicable LexisNexis Subscription Agreement.  Use of the API does not amend or supplement any such 
Subscription Agreement.  You may only use this Specification and the API to facilitate legitimate use of 
LexisNexis Academic.  Without limitation, you acknowledge that LexisNexis prohibits the use of scripts 
and other automated means of conducting multiple searches on LexisNexis Academic, and you understand 
that use of this Specification and the API in that manner will result in termination of this license and may 
also result in suspension or termination of access to LexisNexis Academic. 

3.  LexisNexis may choose to provide support to you in connection with your use of this Specification, 
however LexisNexis is not obligated to provide support. 

4.  LexisNexis reserves the right to change or discontinue the API and this Specification at any time 
without advance notice.  Please refer to this web site regularly for information about updates to the 
Specification. 

5.  LexisNexis provides this Specification and access to LexisNexis Academic through the API on an “as 
is” basis, without warranty of any kind, and disclaims all express and implied warranties. 

6.  LexisNexis provides this Specification and access to the API without additional charge. Accordingly, 
you agree that LexisNexis will have no liability arising from or based on the use of or inability to use this 
Specification or the API, including without limitation consequential, incidental, or other indirect damages. 

7.  LexisNexis retains ownership of and all intellectual property rights in the Specification and the API. 

8.  These Terms state the complete agreement between you and LexisNexis concerning this Specification 
and your use of the API. 
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Specification 

Version Release Date 8/29/06 
Revisions: Error Messages Section and Appendix 1 (Federated Searching) added 9/15/06.AM 

The LexisNexis Academic URL API specification will allow authorized users to construct URLs 
that run precise searches in the LexisNexis Academic service in order to link to a specific 
document.   Use of this specification is subject to the Terms and Conditions on the previous 
page. 

All URLs must be in the following format: 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi={csi_number}&sr={search_ terms} 

There are 2 parameters for which values must be entered. 

 
• CSI is the unique number that represents a source. To find the CSI number for a source, 

refer to the A-Z Title List posted at www.lexisnexis.com/academicmigration 
 

• The search terms can be any valid search syntax for the LexisNexis search engine, 
including date restrictions. You can limit your search to specific sections of a document 
such as headline (for news materials) or title (for law review articles). Go to 
http://support.lexisnexis.com/academic/record.asp?ArticleID=GS_Boolean for details on 
the LexisNexis search syntax.  Date restrictions come in many forms. Here are examples 
of supported date formats: 

 
o date >= March 24,1995 
o date <= March 23, 1999 
o date > 07/01/1995 
o date <  08/05/2003 
o date = 1999 
o date is 12/1999 
o currdate -7 (Note: this example will find documents 7 days from the current date. 

Any number can be used.) 
o date > 1973 and date < 2003 

Here is a sample URL that combines a search of the “headline” segment with a date restriction. 
The CSI 6742 is for The New York Times. 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=6742&sr=headline(Spending on Technology 
Lifts Cisco's Profit) and date is August 9, 2006 
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Testing and Trouble Shooting 

Validating Queries 

The same search logic is used within the LexisNexis Academic service as in the URL API, so 
queries can be tested in the service by selecting the appropriate publication and then running the 
search from your “sr?” statement. 

You can use a URL in the following format to open the correct search form for a particular 
publication 

http://cisweb.lexis-nexis.com/sourceselect/returnToSearch.asp?csisrc={csi}&after=0:ALL 

For example, the following URL will open the search form for The New York Times. 

http://cisweb.lexis-nexis.com/sourceselect/returnToSearch.asp?csisrc=6742&after=0:ALL 

You will usually be able to enter your search string as a full text search with date set to “All available”. 
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Error Messages 

You do not have access to the source you are trying to search. Please change the 
source and re-submit your search. 

Check the A-Z list to see if the source is contained within a third-party source.  See the 
section on third-party sources, below. 

Test your search within the product by selecting your source from the Source List and 
running the search using the “Search This Title” option. See “Validating Queries,” above. 

No Documents were found for your search. 

Test your search within the product by selecting your source from the Source List and 
running the search using the “Search This Title” option. See “Validating Queries,” above. 
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Third-Party Sources 

Some titles are accessible in LexisNexis Academic only as part of an aggregate or group source 
file. The news sources included in the Global News Wire source are a good example of this.  
These sources cannot be searched directly using the URL API. Instead, you must specify the CSI 
for the aggregate source.  

In the following example, a URL is constructed to search the Hungarian News Agency, which is 
a source included in Global News Wire.  

The CSI for Global News Wire is 227171. 

The CSI for Hungarian News Agency is 228094. 

If you followed the standard procedure, you would construct a URL such as the following.  This 
URL will fail, returning the error message “You do not have access to the source you are trying 
to search.”  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=228094&sr= headline(MAGYAR TELEKOM 
UNIT AMONG SELLERS OF MONTENEGRIN BANK SHARES)  and date is August 29, 2006 

The following URL will link to a sample story from Hungarian News Agency. In this example, 
the “publication” segment is used to specify the source. Because the precise words used in the 
publication title may change over time, it may be necessary to tweak the value used in the 
“publication” segment for some sources.  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=227171&sr=publication(Hungarian News 
Agency) and headline(MAGYAR TELEKOM UNIT AMONG SELLERS OF MONTENEGRIN BANK SHARES)  
and date is August 29, 2006 

However it is not required that you specify a publication segment value in addition to the CSI, 
and in many cases the standard citation information will return a unique hit even without this 
restriction. The following URL omits the “publication” segment and works just as well. 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=227171&sr=headline(MAGYAR TELEKOM 
UNIT AMONG SELLERS OF MONTENEGRIN BANK SHARES)  and date is August 29, 2006 

 

The third-party sources will be flagged in the A-Z Title List by having a value in the 
“Aggregator csi” column.  

 

It is the policy of LexisNexis to improve its products and services as new technology and content become available. 
LexisNexis therefore reserves the right to change these specifications without prior notice. 

Copyright © 2006 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 
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Appendix 1 
Searching Combined US & Canadian Law Reviews 

The technique described in this appendix is primarily intended to support linking from citation 
lists in federate search services. Federate search is done using the LexisNexis Web Services 
Toolkit, and only searches law journals in the US & Canadian Law Reviews combined source.  
Rather than trying to resolve the CSI for individual journals, law journal citations returned from 
federated searches can be linked to within the combined source under CSI 7327.  This method 
may not be practical in situations, such as linking from citations in another database service, 
where UK or other journals may be cited. 

Attributes for all links: 

CSI= 7327  (Combined US & Canadian Law Reviews) 

Search Segments 
Publication This segment contains copyright and publication information 
CITE This segment contains the reference to the document's location in 

the published source.  
NAME This segment will contain the name of the author of the document. 
TITLE This segment will contain the title of the document. 
DATE  

 

Example 1: 
 
Publication: Yale Human Rights & Development Law Journal  
Article: International Responsibility for Human Rights Violations by American Indian Tribes 
Name: Klint A. Cowan 
Date: 2006 
Cite: 9 Yale H.R. & Dev. L.J.1 
 

Method A.  URL using cite segment: 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=7327&sr=cite(9 Yale H.R. Dev. L.J. 1) 

Note:  Ampersand was removed from citation. 

Method B.  URL using  title + date segments 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=7327&sr=title(International Responsibility for 
Human Rights Violations by American Indian Tribes) and date is 2006 
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Example 2: 
 
 
Publication:  Columbia Journal of Asian Law 
Spring, 2006 
Cite: 19 Colum. J. Asian L. 428 
Title : BEYOND THE "FOUR WALLS" IN AN AGE OF TRANSNATIONAL JUDICIAL 
CONVERSATIONS CIVIL LIBERTIES, RIGHTS THEORIES, AND CONSTITUTIONAL 
ADJUDICATION IN MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE 
NAME: LI-ANN THIO * 
 
 

Method A. URL using cite: 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=7327&sr=cite(19 Colum. J. Asian L. 428) 

Method B. URL using title + date 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe/api/version1/sr?csi=7327&sr=title(BEYOND THE "FOUR WALLS" IN 
AN AGE OF TRANSNATIONAL JUDICIAL CONVERSATIONS) and date is 2006 

Note:  Quotation marks OK, truncated title for convenience, had to drop “Spring” from 
date.  

 


