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Note on Sources

The materials used in this collection can be found at the Harry S
Truman Presidential Library, Independence, Missouri. The materials in
this collection are as complete as possible. It is recognized by the Library
that a very few documents are incomplete.



Introduction

The President's Committee on Civil Rights (PCCR), appointed by
Harry S Truman in late 1946, stands at a crucial juncture in the civil
rights protest movement. Black Americans, who had made considerable
advances during the Great Depression and World War II, faced the
prospect of postwar reaction and indifference. However, through the
medium of the PCCR, civil rights groups and the national government
would reinforce each other's commitment to civil rights progress and
increase the potential for civil rights change.

The 15 members Truman selected to serve on his blue-ribbon panel
were prominent representatives from business, labor, education, and
religious and service organizations: Charles E. Wilson, President of
General Electric and Chairman of the PCCR; Charles Luckman,
President of Lever Brothers; James B. Carey, Secretary-Treasurer of
the Congress of Industrial Organizations; Boris Shishkin, economist
for the American Federation of Labor; John S. Dickey, President of
Dartmouth College; Frank P. Graham, President of the University of
North Carolina; Francis J. Haas, Roman Catholic Bishop of Grand
Rapids; Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church;
Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn; Sadie T. Alexander, City Solicitor of
Philadelphia; Channing H. Tobias, Director of the Phelps-Stokes Fund;
Morris L. Ernst, lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union; Francis
P. Matthews, former head of the Knights of Columbus; Dorothy M. Tilly,
field secretary for the Southern Regional Council; and Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Jr. (The staff was headed by Robert K. Carr, Chairman of
the Department of Government at Dartmouth College.) Although the
leading black activists were conspicuously absent from this group, the
Committee was tilted slightly in favor of civil rights reform. Even the
two southerners had been active on the civil rights front. This was a
distinguished committee, whose members had, for the most part, made
their reputations outside of government and politics. It was not likely
to be cowed or ignored.



Following its instructions in Executive Order 9808, the Committee
determined that its sole task was to prepare a report with recommen-
dations for the President. To that end, it met 10 times from January
to September 1947, solicited advice from over 250 individuals and
organizations, and took formal testimony from nearly 40 experts in civil
rights and civil liberties. In its report, To Secure These Rights, presented
to Truman in October 1947, the Committee attacked segregation head-
on, called on the federal government to take the lead for civil rights
reform, and provided 34 far-reaching recommendations for specific
national, state, and local action. With the PCCR report as inspiration,
Truman would present, within a year, a Special Message on Civil Rights
to Congress and issue executive orders to eliminate discrimination from
the United States civil service and armed forces.

This microfilm collection brings together the various manuscript
material in the Harry S Truman Library at Independence, Missouri,
relative to the President's Committee on Civil Rights, 1946-1948. There
are some documents illuminating the origins of the PCCR and the
promotion of its report. The bulk of the material, however, is on the
operation and organization of the Committee itself. A study of these
manuscript sources can reveal something of where the civil rights
movement stood in 1946-1948, as well as the unique interaction of public
and private interests with a presidential civil rights advisory committee.

There are documents from seven manuscript sources included in this
collection. There are some materials from the Tom Clark Papers, the
George M. Elsey Papers, the Frank P. Matthews Papers, and the Philleo
Nash Papers. In this period Clark was Attorney General, Elsey was
a presidential speech writer, Matthews was a PCCR member, and Nash
was a White House advisor on minority affairs. Most of the documents,
however, are from three record groupings in the Harry S Truman Papers:
the Official File, the Files of Philleo Nash, and most importantly the
Records of the President's Committee on Civil Rights.

This collection of primary sources has a variety of types of
manuscripts. A good portion of the material (about 2,000 pages) is
correspondence, including some private letters, but mostly official
correspondence with private groups, governmental agencies, and civil
rights specialists. The richest and most extensive documents (over 2,500
pages) are the transcripts of the Committee meetings and the testimony
of groups and individuals before the Committee. Another significant
portion of the collection (over 2,500 pages) consists of materials on
the report itself: various drafts, working papers, suggested revisions,

galley proofs, documentation, and the final report. The collection also
contains staff background studies, digests of information, agenda,
minutes, news clippings, interim reports, discussion and decision



papers, drafts of speeches, and assorted working papers of the
Committee and staff.

The general guideline in selecting the documents from the relevant
manuscript sources at the Truman Library was to include specific
material unless there were obvious reasons not to. The following classes
of materials were excluded entirely: printed reference literature, travel
vouchers, supplies requests, print orders, and personal distribution lists.
Repetitious material was generally avoided although a large cross-
reference correspondence file was included. News-clipping files were
omitted if they were redundant and disorganized. Letters and telegrams
were left out if they were short expressions of praise or concern, merely
requested information from the Committee, or were filed as "crackpot"
letters by the Committee staff.

The materials presented in this collection are organized as they are
in the original manuscript sources. No effort was made to reorganize
the materials or impose any kind of patterns on them. The documents
appear here as they do in the Truman Library.

William E. Juhnke
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0712 N—Miscellaneous. 2pp.
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Box 5 cont
0111 Agriculture Department. 35pp.
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Federal Government Employment of Negroes. 89pp.
0480 Immigration and Naturalization Service. 7pp.
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0325 Bukeley, Mrs. Lucinda N. 4pp.
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0471 Gleason, John T. 4pp.
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0502 Houston, Charles H. 10pp.
0512 Hughes, Langston. 3pp.
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0743 Afro-American Newspapers. 3pp.
0746 America. 5pp.

0751 American Bar Association. 23pp.

0774 American Cancer Society, Inc. 3pp.

0777 American Civil Liberties Union. 55pp.

0833 American Council on Race Relations. 56pp.

0889 American Equity Association. 14pp.

0903 American Institute of Public Opinion. 4pp.

0907 American Jewish Committee. 37pp.

Box 9
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1000 American Law Institute. 4pp.
1004 American Legion. 5pp.

1009 American Library Association. 6pp.

1015 American National Red Cross. 3pp.
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1020 Amvets. 18pp.

1038 American Veterans Committee. 9pp.

1047 Anti-Defamation League. 31pp.
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1104 Board of Christian Education—Presbyterian Church. 2pp.
1106 Bronx Internal Revenue Bureau Employees, Citizens Committee for the Job

Security of. 19pp.
1125 Bureau of Advertising. 4pp.

1129 California Council for Civic Unity. 3pp.

1132 California Library Association. 9pp.

1141 Carnegie Corporation. 1 p.
1142 Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 5pp.
1147 Central Conference of American Rabbis. 4pp.

1151 Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America. 4pp.

1155 Chicago Civil Liberties Committee. 6pp.
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1167 Chicago Defender, The. 6pp.
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1176 Citizens Council for Democracy. 4pp.
1180 Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts. 20pp.

1200 Civil Rights Congress. 8pp.
1210 Commission on Law and Social Action. 11pp.



1221 Committee to Abolish Discrimination. 5pp.

1226 Committee for Amnesty. 5pp.

1231 Committee for the Extension of Labor Education. 4pp.
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1242 Cornell University. 2pp.
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1254 Council Against Intolerance in America. 3pp.
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1265 Council of Veterans Affairs, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 6pp.

Reel IV
Records of the President's Committee on

Civil Rights, Papers of Harry S Truman cont.

Correspondence with Institutions,
Organizations, etc. cont.

Box 9 cont.
0001 Dade County Civil Rights Council. 6pp.

0007 Denver Unity Council. 4pp.

0011 Erie County Civil Liberty Committee. 4pp.

0015 Federation of American Scientists. 3pp.

0018 Federation of the Handicapped, Inc. 7pp.
0025 Fellowship of Reconciliation. 3pp.

0028 Fisk University. 15pp.

0043 Friends of Democracy. 7pp.
0050 General Education Board, Inc. 4pp.

0054 General Federation of Women's Clubs. 3pp.
0057 Hampton Institute. 3pp.
0060 Howard University. 4pp.

0064 Illinois Inter-Racial Commission. 9pp.

0073 Institute of Ethnic Affairs. 19pp.
0092 International Harvester Co. 5pp.

0097 International League for the Rights of Man. 3pp.

0100 Japanese American Citizens League, Anti-Discrimination Committee. 33pp.
0133 Jewish Labor Committee. 3pp.
0136 Jewish War Veterans of the U.S. 2pp.



0138 League for Fair Play. 4pp.
0142 League for Industrial Democracy. 3pp.

0145 League of Women Voters. 4pp.

0149 Marine Corps Fathers Association. 2pp.
0151 Mayor's Committee on Unity. 6pp.

0157 Mayor's Council on Relations. 5pp.

Box 10
0162 Methodist Church, Woman's Division of Christian Service of the Board of Missions

and Church Extension. 4pp.

0166 Methodist Federation for Social Action. 6pp.
0172 Nation, The. 14pp.

0186 National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 62pp.
0248 National Association of American Manufacturers. 3pp.

0251 National Association of Real Estate Boards. 4pp.

0255 National Bar Association. 6pp.

0261 National Catholic Community Service. 2pp.

0263 National Catholic Welfare Conference. 8pp.

0271 National Committee for the Defense of Democracy Through Education. 2pp.
0273 National Committee on Segregation in the Nation's Capital. 36pp.

0309 National Community Relations Advisory Council. 9pp.

0318 National Conference of Christians and Jews, Inc. 3pp.

0321 National Congress of American Indians. 54pp.

0375 National Council of Jewish Women, Inc. 3pp.

0378 National Council for a Permanent F.E.P.C. 22pp.

0400 National Home and Property Owners Foundation. 3pp.

0403 National Lawyers Guild. 13pp.

0416 National Medical Society. 6pp.
0422 National Opinion Research Center. 6pp.

0428 National Service Board for Religious Objectors. 3pp.

0431 National Urban League. 33pp.

0464 National Women's Trade Union League of America. 3pp.

0467 New Harlem Tenants League. 44pp.

0511 New Republic. 3pp.
0514 New York Public Library—Schomburg Collection. 7pp.
0521 New York State Commission Against Discrimination. 3pp.

0524 Pennsylvania Bar Association. 3pp.
0527 Pennsylvania Industrial Union Council. 3pp.

0530 Phelps-Stokes Fund. 2pp.
0532 Post War World Council. 16pp.
0548 Princeton Group Arts. 3pp.

0551 Pulse Magazine. 3pp.
0554 Research Institute of America. 3pp.
0557 Rockefeller Foundation. 2pp.



0559 Rosenwald, Julius (Fund). 1pp.

0570 Russell Sage Foundation. 3pp.

0573 St. Louis Civil Liberties Committee. 8pp.

0581 St. Paul Branch, N.A.A.C.P. 4pp.

0585 Social Science Research Council. 4pp.

0589 Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 5pp.

0594 Southern Regional Council, Inc. 34pp.

0628 Southern University. 4pp.
0632 Students for Democratic Action. 16pp.

0648 Survey Associates. 3pp.

0651 Time. 3pp.

0654 Trenton Times. 3pp.
0659 Tuskogee Institute. 10pp.

0669 UAW (CIO). 5pp.

0674 United Council of Church Women. 2pp.

0677 United Nations. 2pp.

0679 United Office and Professional Workers of America. 3pp.

0682 United Public Workers of America—CIO Affiliate. 28pp.

0710 United Service for New Americans, Inc. 3pp.

0713 University of New Mexico. 3pp.

0716 War Resisters League. 11 pp.
0727 Woman's Missionary Society—A.M.E. Church. 3pp.

0730 Workers Defense League. 4pp.

0734 World Fellowship. Inc. 7pp.

0741 World Misison Crusade of the National Baptist Convention. 5pp.

0746 YMCA—Public Affairs Committee of the National Board. 9pp.

Reading File—Correspondence
Box 11
0755 February 16-28,1947. 92pp.
0847 March 1-15.1947. 112pp.

0959 March 16-31,1947. 133pp.

1092 April 1-15. 1947. 116pp.
1208 April 16-30.1947. 148pp.



Reel V
Records of the President's Committee on

Civil Rights, Papers of Harry S Truman cont.

Reading File—Correspondence cont.
Box 11 cont.
0001 May 1-15,1947. 151pp.
0152 May 16-31,1947. 134pp.
0286 June 1-15,1947. 89pp.
0375 June 16-30,1947.
0436 July 1-15,1947. 61pp.
0526 July 16-31,1947. 68pp.
0594 August 1-15,1947. 28pp.
0622 August 16-31,1947. 27pp.
0649 September 1-30,1947. 39pp.
0688 October 1-31,1947. 47pp.

Records Relating to Meetings, Hearings, and
Staff Interviews of the Committee

Box 12

0736 Agenda of the President's Committee on Civil Rights. 21pp.
0757 Agenda for Policy Meeting—President's Committee on Civil Rights—June 30-July

1,1947, Hanover, New Hampshire (Jack Durham). 33pp.
0790 Hanover, New Hampshire Meeting, Correspondence regarding. 6pp.
0796 Meetings of the President's Committee on Civil Rights, Agenda for Thursday, May,

1947. 2pp.
0798 Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Committee—January 15,1947. 6pp.
0804 Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Committee—February 5 and 6,1947. 60pp.
0864 Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Committee—March 19 and 20,1947 (and Digest

of Testimony of J.E. Hoover). 13pp.
0877 Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Committee—April 3, 1947. 5pp.
0882 Notice of Public Hearing to Be Held by the Committee on April 17, 1947 (Press

Release Dated April 14,1947). 3pp.
0885 Notice of Public Hearing to Be Held by the Committee on May 1, 1947 (Press

Release Dated April 29.1947). 3pp.
0888 Notice of Public Hearing to Be Held by the Committee on May 14 and 15, 1947

(Press Release Dated May 12.1947). 3pp.
0891 Press Release Concerning the Second Session of the President's Committe on

Civil Rights, Held February 6,1947. 2pp.
0893 Press Release for October 29, 1947 Announcing Submittal of the Committee's

Final Report to the President. 5pp.
0898 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: March 6, 20; April 2, 1947. 335pp.



Box 13
1233 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: April 3 and 15,1947. 165pp.

Reel VI
Records of the President's Committee on

Civil Rights, Papers of Harry S Truman cont.

Records Relating to Meetings, Hearings, and
Staff Interviews of the Committee cont.

Box 13 conl.
0001 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: April 17, 1947. 146pp.

0147 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: April 24,1947. 33pp.

0180 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: April 30,1947.143pp.

Box 14
0323 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: June 30, 1947. (Hanover Meeting).

281pp.

0604 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: May 1, 1947.114pp.
0718 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: May 14-15,1947. 269pp.

0987 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: July 1, 1947. (Hanover Meeting.)
142pp.

1128 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: (Processed) June 30; July 1, 1947.
(Hanover Meetings.) 231pp.

Reel VII
Records of the President's Committee on

Civil Rights, Papers of Harry S Truman cont.

Records Relating to Meetings, Hearings, and
Staff Interviews of the Committee cont.

Box 13 cont.
0001 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: May 1, 1947. (Business Meeting.)

35pp.
0036 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: May 15, 1947. (Business Meeting.)

29pp.
0065 Questions for Consultants. 6pp.
0071 Staff Interviews—Transcripts: June 13,1947. 86pp.

0157 Staff Interviews—Transcripts: April 24, 1947. (Processed.) 15pp.
0172 Proceedings of the Committee—Transcripts: September 12-13,1947. (Washington

Meetings.) 356pp.



Staff Memoranda, Witnesses' Statements to the
Committee and Other Committee Documents

Box 15

0528 American Indians, Civil Rights of. 13pp.
0541 American Jewish Committee Study of Government Facilities to Combat Prejudice.

14pp.
Anti-Lynching Bills (Experimental bills prepared by the Department of Justice)
[Folder Empty.]

0555 "Civil Liberties Implications of the Employment, Housing, and Social Adjustment
Problems of Minorities"—Statement by the National Urban League, April 1, 1947.
24pp.

0579 Civil Rights in the District of Columbia, Background Statement of Memo to the
PCCR prepared by M. Stewart and Rachel Sady. 24pp.

0595 "Civil Rights Problems in Dependent Areas"—Statement by John Collier, President
of Institute of Ethnic Affairs—May 14,1947. 4pp.

Box 16
0599 Executive Order and President's Statement Creating the PCCR (Press Release

of December 5,1946). 6pp.
0605 Marshall, Thurgood—Statement Before the PCCR, April 17,1947.
0618 "McNear Memorandum." March 17,1947. 3pp.
0621 Memorandum to the Full Committee regarding Timing of Committee's Work;

Hearings; and Nature of the Report, March 19,1947.
0631 Memorandum and Other Records regarding the Committee and Subcommittees-

Memoranda to the Full Committee. 34pp.
0665 Memoranda and Other Records regarding the Committee and Subcommittees-

Subcommittee #1. 30pp.
0695 Memoranda and Other Records regarding the Committee and Subcommittees-

Subcommittee #2. 59pp.
0754 Memoranda and Other Records regarding the Committee and Subcommittees-

Subcommittee #3. 62pp.

Box 17

0816 Memoranda and Other Records regarding the Committee and Subcommittees-
Material for Subcommittee #3.15pp.

0831 Memoranda and Other Records regarding the Committee and Subcommittees-
Subcommittee #3. (Work Papers of Jack Durham). 27pp.

0858 National Urban League, Statement by the—presented by L.B. Granger, Executive
Secretary, as testimony before the PCCR, April 17,1947.12pp.

0870 "Program for Better Understanding of Our Economic System, A"—by the
Association of National Advertisers and the American Association of Advertising
Agencies. 8pp.

0878 Racial Discrimination in Organized Baseball—Memo to the PCCR, May 13, 1947.
2pp.



Records Relating to Reports and Recommendations
of the Committee and Subcommittee

Box 17

0880 Criticism of Final Report. 89pp.

0971 Distribution Lists for the Final Report of the Committee. 6pp.

Box 18

0977 Interim Report—Subcommittee #1. April 17, 1947. 5pp.

0982 Interim Report—Subcommittee #2, April 17,1947. 4pp.

0986 Interim Report—Subcommittee #3, April 17,1947. 4pp.

0990 Recommendations of the Committee (Also Agenda for Sessions of June 30, July
1,1947)

1004 Recommendations of the Committee (Preliminary and Final Drafts). 84pp.

Box 19

1088 Report of the Presidential Committee on Civil Rights—1 st Drafts of Various Sections
of the Report. 140pp.

Reel VIII
Records of the President's Committee on

Civil Rights, Papers of Harry S Truman cont.

Records Relating to Reports and Recommendations
of the Committee and Subcommittee cont.

Box 19 cont.

0001 Report of the President's Committee on Civil Rights (PCCR)—1st Drafts of Various
Sections of the Report cont. 162pp.

0163 Report of the PCCR—2nd Drafts of Various Sections of the Report (Work Papers).
325pp.

0488 Report of the PCCR—Draft Sections (Working Papers of Jack Durham). 355pp.

Box 20

0843 Report of the PCCR—2nd Draft (3rd Typing) Complete, Except for Table of
Contents and Title Page. 331pp.

Box 21
1174 Report of the PCCR—Draft Copy (Clipped Galley Proofs) (Marked: "Copy No.

20—Milton D. Stewart.) 167pp.



Reel IX
Records of the President's Committee on

Civil Rights, Papers of Harry S Truman cont.

Records Relating to Reports and Recommendations
of the Committee and Subcommittee cont.

Box 22

0001 Report of the PCCR—"Rewrites" (Working Papers). 103pp.
0104 The Report (Milton Stewart's File.) 32pp.
0136 Report of Subcommittee No. 2 to the Committee of the Whole, Concerning

Discrimination Against Minorities in Employment, Community Services, Education,
Housing, and the Armed Forces.

Miscellaneous Administrative Records
0179 Committee Documents, Subject Index of. 31pp.

Box 23

0210 Miscellaneous Correspondence and Memoranda regarding the Committee. 14pp.

Files of Philleo Nash, Papers of Harry S Truman
President's Committee on Civil Rights

Box 24

0224 Addresses and Names of Members of Civil Rights Committee. 8pp.
0232 Citations and Authorizations for Statements in the Report. 17pp.
0249 Civil Rights—Mailing List and Memos Re Distribution of First and Final Reports.

16pp.
0265 Committee Members and Staff (Information about—Memos and Newspaper

Clippings). 15pp.
0280 Correspondence—1947.154pp.
0434 Newspaper Clippings regarding Civil Rights Message to Congress, February 1948.

54pp.

Box 25
0458 Newspaper Clippings File. 167pp.

Box 26
0625 Speeches on Civil Rights (Miscellaneous). 26pp.
0651 Working Papers—Civil Rights Message February 2,1948. 104pp.
0755 Working Papers—Statement and Executive Order Establishing Civil Rights

Committee. 30pp.
0785 Minutes of Meetings of President's Committee on Civil Rights—January 15, 1947

through April 17, 1947. 240pp.



1025 Minutes of Meetings of President's Committee on Civil Rights—May 1,1947 through
May 15,1947. 255pp.

Box 27
1280 President's Committee on Civil Rights. April, July 1947. 314pp.

ReelX
Records of the President's Committee on

Civil Rights, Papers of Harry S Truman cont.

Files of Philleo Nash, Papers of Harry S Truman
President's Committee on Civil Rights

Box 27 cont.
0001 Staff Memoranda: Volume I—President's Committee on Civil Rights. 193pp.

0194 Staff Memoranda: Volume II—President's Committee on Civil Rights. 153pp.

0347 Miscellaneous Papers—PCCR—Statements by Consultants, Memoranda to
Subcommittees, Interim Reports of Subcommittees, Executive Order Creating
Committee, Press Releases. 58pp.

Official File 596A,
Papers of Harry S Truman File Materials

Box 1510

0405 Miscellaneous. 27pp.
0432 President's Committee on Civil Rights. 70pp.

0502 Report Folder; President's Program Folder. 72pp.

0574 Comments Against the Report of the President's Civil Rights Committee. 126pp.

Box 1513

0700 Comments Against the Report of the President's Civil Rights Committee. 83pp.

0783 National Emergency Civil Rights Mobilization. 16pp.

Tom Clark Papers
Attorney General Correspondence 1945-1949

Box No. (None)
0799 President's Committee on Civil Rights, 1947.10pp.

George M. Elsey Papers
President's Committee on Civil Rights

Box 20
0809 1947, June 29: National Association for the Advancement of People Speech. 190pp.



0999 1948, February 2: Civil Rights Message. 103pp.
1102 1948, February 2: Civil Rights Message Memoranda. 20pp.
1122 1948, February 2: Civil Rights Message, Press Release and Drafts for Bills. 56pp.
1178 1948, February 2: Civil Rights Message, Drafts and Suggestions. 39pp.
1217 1948, February 2: Civil Rights Message, Civil Rights Report. 19pp.
1236 1948, February 2: Civil Rights Message, Newspaper Reaction. 60pp.

Frank P. Matthews Papers
President's Committee on Civil Rights

Box 14

1296 Agenda for Meetings. 19pp.

Box 16

1315 Appeals from Individuals, Organizations, Pressure Groups. 14pp.
1329 Correspondence, October 1946-July 1947. 22pp.
1351 Correspondence, August-December 1947.11pp.
1362 Correspondence, 1948. 9pp.

Philleo Nash Papers
President's Committee on Civil Rights

Box 36
1371 White House Files—Civil Rights: Memoranda, 1949. 5pp.
1376 White House Files—Civil Rights: Reference: General Civil Rights and Civil Report,

1948-49. 47pp.
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