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National Archives Record Groups
from which these materials are drawn are:

12 Office of Education
119 National Youth Administration
48 Department of Interior
35 Civilian Conservation Corps

183 Department of Labor—U.S. Employment Service
174 Department of Labor—Office of the Secretary

9 National Recovery Administration
40 Department of Commerce
69 Works Progress Administration



"Black Cabinet" Roster

The "Black Cabinet" is an informal term applied to a network of black
advisors and administrators of the New Deal in the 1930s. This roster of
"Black Cabinet" members is drawn from the membership lists of two
groups that met at different times but on a regular basis in the 1930s to
discuss issues concerning blacks. The first group, set up in 1934 under
the auspices of Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes.was called the
Interdepartmental Group Concerned with the Special Problems of
Negroes. The second group, organized by Mary McLeod Bethune of the
National Youth Administration, was known as the Federal Council on
Negro Affairs. It met from 1937 to 1939. Each entry will be marked (ID) or
(FC) indicating membership in one or both of the groups. A list of white
members of the Interdepartmental Group follows the "Black Cabinet"
roster.

James A. Atkins (FC) Specialist in Negro Education
Works Progress Administration

Mary McLeod Bethune (FC) Director, Division of Negro Affairs
National Youth Administration

Edgar G. Brown (FC) Advisor on Negro Affairs
Civilian Conservation Corps

Dr. Roscoe C. Brown (FC) Specialist in Health Education
U.S. Public Health Service

Sterling Brown (FC) Editor on Negro Affairs
Federal Writer's Project
Works Progress Administration

Dr. Ambrose Caliver (ID, FC) Senior Specialist in Negro Education
Office of Education

Charles Craft (FC) Recorder of Deeds Office
Washington, D.C.

Constance E.H. Daniels (FC) Special Assistant, Information Services
Farm Security Administration

James P. Davis (FC) Head Field Officer
Agricultural Adjustment Administration

Charles S. Duke (FC) Associate Architect
U.S. Housing Authority

Joseph H.B. Evans (FC) Race Relations Specialist
Farm Security Administration

Dutton Ferguson (FC) Special Assistant, Information Services
Works Progress Administration

Harper Fortune (FC) Junior Counselor
D.C. Employment Service

Charles Hall (ID) Census Division
Department of Commerce

T. Arnold Hill (FC) Consultant on Negro Affairs
Works Progress Administration

Dr. Frank Home (FC) Asst. Consultant on Race Relations
U.S. Housing Authority

Joseph R. Houchins (FC) Assistant Specialist on Negro Statistics
Department of Commerce
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PREFATORY NOTE

Materials found in this collection pertain primarily to the years
between 1933 and 1940. In some instances as in the case of an individual
advisor like Mary McLeod Bethune, whose relationship to the National
Youth Administration extended to 1943, or Emmer Lancaster, Depart-
ment of Commerce, who did not assume office until 1940, filmed records
are continued into the early 1940s. But certain war-related agencies such
as the Office of Price Administration (Record Group 188) that did involve
black advisors like T. Arnold Hill were not filmed. In addition, although
every effort has been made to incorporate each agency and department
relevant to racial matters and to the lives of black people in the 1930s, it is
possible that a few may have been missed. We are confident, however,
that the major portion of National Archives materials which relates to the
New Deal-black experience has been included.

One further point. The index guide is a good source for determining
the broad categories for materials found in the various agencies. But
within many of the general classifications are hidden important docu-
ments that might be passed over through only a cursory glance at the
guide. For example, under the Office of Education, Negro Guidance,
Miscellaneous Correspondence (Reel 1) one can find numerous letters
from black educators to Ambrose Caliver and others that shed considera-
ble light not only on the subject of "Vocational Guidance" but the state of
black education in various regions of the United States during the 1930s.
Likewise, under the Works Progress Administration, General Files (Reel
20), Alfred W. Smith's reports contain quotes from letters sent to Smith
and his assistants from blacks who both praised and criticized the WPA's
work in their local areas. In short, within many of the standard reports,
general correspondence or press releases, one can discover important
primary materia' that offers insights into the black experience and the
relationship of the federal government to black Americans during the
1930s.
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0389 "Employment Security and the Negro," by L.A. Oxley, 1940. 4pp.

0393 "The Negro Woman Worker." 24pp.

0417 Program of the Delaware State Conference on Employment Problems of the
Negro. 4pp.

0421 Summary of Points Made at the New Jersey Conference on Employment Prob-
lems of the Negro, February 24, 1941. 10pp.

0431 Findings, Report, and Recommendations of the Michigan State Conference on
Employment Problems of the Negro, October 8, 1940. 34pp.

0465 Negroes, Information, 1941-1942. 42pp.
0507 Fair Employment Practice Commission: Maryland, 1941-1942. [Includes the

Report of the Arkansas State Conference on Employment Problems of the Negro,
March 5, 1940.] 86pp.

0593 Fair Employment Practice Commission: Virginia, 1941-1942. 13pp.

0606 Fair Employment Practice Commission: Region VII, 1941-1942. 90pp.

U.S. Employment Service, L.A. Oxley, Personnel Placement Files (Boxes 1380-1381*)
0696 "The Status of Negro Labor," by L.A. Oxley, November 9. 1935, Memorandum to

Secretary of Labor Perkins. 13pp.

0709 Applications for Employment, Preferred Lists. 7pp.

0716 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "A." 4pp.

0720 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "B." 86pp.

0806 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1927, 1929, 1932, 1934. 1935,
"C."41pp.

0847 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "D." 13pp.

0860 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "E." 4pp.

0864 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "F." 7pp.

0871 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "G." 51pp.
0922 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "H." 64pp.

Reel 16
Department of Labor—U.S. Employment Service continued

U.S. Employment Service, L.A. Oxley Personnel Placement Files (Boxes 1380-1381)
continued

0001 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934, "J." 18pp.

0019 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934. "K." 3pp.
0022 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934 "L." 5pp.

0027 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937. "P." 136pp.
0163 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937, "R." 125pp.

*Three more file boxes, 1382-1384, containing additional records of L.A. Oxley's
efforts to secure placement both in and out of the Federal government for Negro
applicants have not been filmed. These voluminous materials are similar in scope
to those filmed and were excluded to save space.



0288 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937, "S." 304pp.

0592 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937, "T." 131pp.

0723 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937, "U." 8pp.

0731 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937, "V." 18pp.

0749 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937, "W." 281pp.

1030 Correspondence regarding Employment Requests, 1934-1937, "XYZ." 16pp.

Reel 17
Department of Labor, Office of the Secretary (Record Group 174)

Department of Labor, Secretary Francis Perkins, General Subject File, 1940-1944:
Negroes
0001 Negroes, 1933-1936. 210pp.

0211 Negroes. 1937-1941. 134pp.

0345 Negroes, 1942. 25pp.

Department of Labor, Office Files of the Secretary, Records regarding the United States
Employment Service, 1933-1939, "L-R"

0370 Lawrence A. Oxley, Special Report [Includes Oxley Progress Reports],
1937-1939. 96pp.

National Recovery Administration (Record Group 9)
National Recovery Administration, Entry 23, Classified General Files, 1933-1935 (Trays
2855-2856)
0466 Negroes, "A-B." 108pp.

0574 Negroes, "C-D." 83pp.

0657 Negroes, "E-L." 128pp.

0785 Negroes, "M-O." 124pp.

0907 Negroes, "P-T." 122pp.

Reel 18
National Recovery Administration continued

National Recovery Administration, Entry 23, Classified General File, 1933-1935 (Trays
2855-2856) continued
0001 Negroes, "U-Z." 199pp.

0200 Negro Labor. 31pp.

Department of Commerce (Record Group 40)
Department of Commerce, Office of the Secretary, General Correspondence, File 88449

0231 Correspondence of the Advisor on Negro Affairs, 1933-1941. 177pp.

0408 Correspondence of the Advisor on Negro Affairs, 1942-1945. 127pp.

0535 "The Social Adjustment of Negroes in the U.S.," National Urban League, April 15,
1933.46pp.

0581 Selected List of Books by and about the Negro, Dorothy B. Porter. 4pp.



0585 "Negro Chambers of Commerce: A Study," Joseph R. Houchins, 1936. 29pp.

0614 Negro Aviators, 1936. 6pp.

0620 "Causes of Negro Insurance Company Failure," Joseph R. Houchins, 1937. 28pp.

0648 Division of Negro Affairs, Semi-Annual Report, 1941. 41pp.

0689 Division of Negro Affairs, Press Releases, 1941-1942. 15pp.

0704 Program of the First Annual Conference on the Negro in Business, April 18-19,
1941.5pp.

0709 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1941. 5pp.

0714 Second Annual Report of Lending Institutions Operated by Negroes, 1945. 9pp.

Department of Commerce, Office of the Secretary, General Correspondence, Files 95770
and 95781

0723 Correspondence, 1933-1934. 34pp.

Department of Commerce, Office of the Secretary, Administrative Operations, Emmer
Lancaster Correspondence on Conferences on Negro Business, 1940-1953

0757 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941, "A." 44pp.

0801 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941, "B." 203pp.

Reel 19
Department of Commerce continued

Department of Commerce, Office of the Secretary, Administrative Operations, Emmer
Lancaster Correspondence on Conferences on Negro Business, 1940-1953 continued

0001 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941 "C." 79pp.

0080 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941 "D." 79pp.

0159 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941 "E." 20pp.

0179 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "F." 47pp.

0226 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941 "G." 26pp.

0252 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "H." 142pp.

0394 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "I." 16pp.

0410 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "J." 38pp.

0448 Conference Correspondence, 1941 "K." 5pp.

0453 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "L." 25pp.

0478 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "Me." 39pp.

0517 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "M." 85pp.

0602 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941 "N." 12pp.

0614 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "O." 30pp.

0644 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "P." 66pp.

0710 Conference Correspondence, 1941 "Q." 2pp.

0712 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "R." 26pp.

0738 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "S." 110pp.

0848 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "T." 37pp.

0885 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1941 "V." 6pp.

0891 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "W." 94pp.

0985 Conference Correspondence, 1940-1942 "XYZ." 17pp.



Reel 20
Department of Commerce continued

Department of Commerce, Office of the Secretary, Administrative Operations, Emmer
Lancaster, Inquiry Reference "Q-Z," 1948-1953: Reports on the Negro in Business and
Annual Reports
0001 Program and Press Release on First Conference on Negro Business, April 18-19,

1941. 14pp.
0015 Reports of the Conference Committee on Recommendations and Findings. 73pp.

0088 Proceedings of the First Conference on the Negro in Business, April 18-19, 1941.
33pp.

0121 First Annual Report of Lending Institutions Owned and Operated by Negroes.
11 PP.

0132 First Annual Report of Insurance Companies Owned and Operated by Negroes.
28pp.

0160 Post-War Planning and the Negro in Business. 8pp.

0168 Second Annual Report of Insurance Companies Owned and Operated by
Negroes. 19pp.

0187 Fourth Annual Report of Banking Institutions Owned and Operated by Negroes.
10pp.

Works Progress Administration (Record Group 69)
W.P.A. General Files, File 102,1936-1937
0197 June 1936, Alfred Edgar Smith Report of Activities for June 1-30, 1936. 21pp.

0218 August 1936, Negro Press Digest for Week Ending August 29, 1936. 12pp.

0230 September 1936, Negro Press Digest for Weeks Ending September 5 and 26,
1936. 25pp.

0255 October 1936, Negro Press Digest for Weeks Ending October 10, 17, 24, 31, and
November 28, 1936. 71pp.

0326 October 1936, Alfred Edgar Smith Report of Activities for October 1-31 and
November 1-30, 1936. 22pp.

0348 January 1937, Alfred Edgar Smith Report of Activities for December 1-31, 1936.
14pp.

0362 January 1937, "Negro Project Workers, 1936" by Alfred Edgar Smith; Report of
Activities of Alfred Edgar Smith for February 1-28, April 1-30, and May 1-30,
1937. 94pp.

0456 July 1937, Report of Activities of Alfred Edgar Smith for June 1-30, 1937. 24pp.

0480 August 1937, Report of Activities of Alfred Edgar Smith for July 1-31, August
1-31, September 1-30, October 1-31, November 1-30, and May 1-31, 1938.156pp.

0636 July 1938, Reports of Activities of Alfred Edgar Smith for July 1-31, August 1-31,
and September 1-30, 1938. 70pp.

W.P.A., General Files, File 214.2,1939
0706 Negro Education. 25pp.

W.P.A., General Files, File 216.51,1937-1938
0731 Miscellaneous Correspondence. 13pp.

W.P.A., C.W.A., Administrative Correspondence (General), Interracial File
0744 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1933-1934. 86pp.



W.P.A., F.E.R.A., Old Subject File, Interracial

0830 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1934-1935. 66pp.

0896 "Accomplishment Report, February 1, 1934-July 31, 1934," by Forrester B. Wash-
ington, Director of Negro Work. 18pp.

0914 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1934. 65pp.

Reel 21
Works Progress Administration continued

W.P.A., Division of Information, Primary File, 983 (Negroes Benefited by W.P.A.,
1936-1942)
0001 Press Releases, 1935-1936. 35pp.

0036 Press Releases, 1937. 55pp.

0091 Press Releases, 1938-1939.16pp.

0107 Press Releases, 1941. 4pp.

0111 Press Releases, Undated. 21pp.

0132 "The W.P.A. and the Negro." 10pp.

0142 "The Negro and the W.P.A." 15pp.

0157 "Interesting Facts about the Negro and the W.P.A." 16pp.

0173 Press Releases, 1936. 38pp.

0211 Press Releases, 1937. 27pp.

0238 Press Releases, 1938. 23pp.

0261 Press Releases, 1939-1941.13pp.

0274 Press Releases, Undated. 17pp.

0291 "The American Negro: A Selected Reading List," James A. Pawley, Comp., 1938.
43pp.

0334 "Eighty-Seven Pertinent Paragraphs on the Negro in America," James A. Pawley,
Comp., 1938.14pp.

0348 "A Survey of the Negro W.P.A. Education Program in Montgomery County, Ohio,"
1936-1937. 36pp.

0384 "Occupational Characteristics of White Collar and skilled Negro Workers of
Atlanta, Georgia," 1937. 118pp.

0502 Press Releases, 1936. 25pp.

0527 Press Releases, 1937. 41pp.

0568 Press Releases, 1938. 67pp.

0635 Press Releases, 1939. 13pp.
0648 Press Releases, 1940-1941. 11 pp.

0659 Negro Press Digest for Weeks Ending June 6 and 27, 1942. 5pp.

0664 Press Releases, Undated. 24pp.

0688 "The Rural Negro on the Works Program." 10pp.

0698 "The W.P.A. and Negro Health," National Negro Health Movement, 1937. 14pp.

0712 "Negro Project Workers: 1937 Annual Report," Alfred Edgar Smith. 41pp.

W.P.A., Division of Information, Negro Press, Correspondence and Reports, 1938-1939
0753 Weekly Reports of Dutton Ferguson, 1938. 67pp.



0820 Weekly Reports of Dutton Ferguson, 1939. 101pp.

W.P.A., Division of Information, Negro Press Digest, 1936-1942

0921 Negro Press Digest, 1936. 73pp.

Reel 22
Works Progress Administration continued

W.P.A., Division of Information, Negro Press Digest, 1936-1942 continued

0001 Negro Press Digest, 1937. 417pp.

0418 Negro Press Digest, 1938. 361pp.

0779 Negro Press Digest, 1939. 135pp.

0914 Negro Press Digest, 1940 (January-June 15 only). 50pp.

0964 Negro Press Digest. 1941-1942 (March 1941-January 1942 only). 38pp.

Reel 23
Works Progress Administration continued

W.P.A., General Files, File 211.4,1939-1943

0001 James Atkins, Correspondence, 1939-1940. 216pp.

0217 James Atkins, Correspondence, January-May 1941. 46pp.

0263 James Atkins, Correspondence, June-December 1941. 150pp.

0413 James Atkins, Correspondence, January-February 1942. 27pp.

W.P.A., Federal Writers Project, Negro Studies, 1936-1941

0440 Negro Books. 35pp.

0475 Letters from State Directors. 168pp.

0643 Dr. Botkin. 19pp.

0662 Incoming Letters by States, 1936-1938. 231pp.

0893 Outgoing Letters to States, 1936-1939. 60pp.

0953 Memoranda, 1936-1939. 139pp.

Reel 24
Works Progress Administration continued

W.P.A., Federal Writers Project, Negro Studies, 1936-1941 continued
0001 Press Releases and Information on Federal Writers Project. 40pp.

0041 Negro Press Digest. 4pp.

0045 Negro Studies. 60pp.

0105 Letters on Negroes Employed. 57pp.

0162 Georgia Correspondence. 36pp.

0198 A Study of Negro Survival Types in Coastal Georgia ("Drums and Shadows").
239pp.



0437 Beaufort, South Carolina. 41pp.

0478 Arkansas, Correspondence. 195pp.

0673 Virginia, Correspondence. 68pp.

0741 New York City, Correspondence. 25pp.

W.P.A., Federal Theater Project, National Office, Subject File "N"

0766 Negro Theater, 1935-1939. 93pp.

0859 Negro Theater, 1938. 102pp.

0961 Negro Theater, 1939. 124pp.

1085 "The National Service Bureau," Charles Feinberg. 19pp.

1106 "A Study of John Henry," Charles Feinberg. 5pp.

1111 "Plays for a Negro Theater," Charles Feinberg. 5pp.

1116 "Negro History in Drama," Charles Feinberg. 3pp.

1119 Bibliography of Negro Plays. 5pp.

Reel 25
Works Progress Administration continued

W.P.A., Federal Theater Project, National Service Bureau, Negro Lists

0001 Contributions of the American Negro. 97pp.

0098 Negro Research. 199pp.

0297 Negro Drama, Correspondence (Selections). 75pp.

0372 Negro Lists (Play Synopses). 29pp.

0401 One Act Negro Plays (Synopses). 106pp.

0507 Full-Length Negro Plays (Synopses). 50pp.

W.P.A., Federal Theater Project, Connecticut, "A-L"

0557 Hartford Negro Unit. 54pp.

W.P.A., Federal Theater Project, New York City, Alphabetical Subject File, "M-P"

0611 Negro Theater. 123pp.

0734 Negro Vaudeville. 25pp.

W.P.A., Federal Theater Project, Community Drama Weekly Minutes, Bronx-Richmond,
1935-1939

0759 Weekly Drama Minutes, Harlem, 1937. 37pp.

0796 Weekly Drama Minutes, Harlem, 1938. 65pp.

0861 Weekly Drama Minutes, Harlem, 1939. 22pp.

W.P.A., Federal Theater Project, Community Drama Weekly Reports, Harlem, 1936-1939
0883 Weekly Drama Reports, Harlem, 1936. 40pp.

0923 Weekly Drama Reports, Harlem, 1937. 52pp.

0975 Weekly Drama Reports, Harlem, 1938. 22pp.

0997 Weekly Drama Reports, Harlem, 1939. 71pp.
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