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Best Authority:  
Build a Table in Three Simple Steps
Ask your LexisNexis account executive or LexisNexis Librarian Relations 
Consultant about Best Authority for building tables of authority.

Save time—and lots of it. 
Best Authority scans documents at the rate of about one page per second,  
on average, reducing a 2.5 hour task to 30 minutes.  

Edit once; correct twice. 
Edits made through Best Authority correct an improperly formatted citation  
in the TOA and in the brief. 

No new tools to learn. 
Best Authority works with standard Microsoft® Word editing tools. 

Best Authority automatically recognizes citations formatted according to 
all common U.S. style manuals, including the Harvard Bluebook, the California 
Style Manual, and others. And you have the option to customize styles, schemes 
and dictionaries.  

Ready to create a TOA? Open a Microsoft Word document and click the 
Best Authority icon that appears in your Word toolbar. The Best Authority Wizard 
walks you through the process, which has three main steps:
•	 Scan the document for citations. Just click SCAN NOW. You can tell Best 

Authority where in the document to start and end the scan, effectively 
excluding tables of contents, signature blocks, etc. You also designate where  
in the document you want the TOA to be placed. 

•	 Review the tagged citations. A dialog box pops up at the end of the scan to 
show you how many citations were found. 

•	 Build and insert the TOA. Now you’re in Draft Review mode, and your 
screen is split. The upper screen shows the draft TOA with all the marked 
citations. “Suspect” citations, e.g., fragments, formatting errors, are 
highlighted in red. Click a citation and move to the citation’s location in the 
actual document, which is shown in the lower screen. It’s a quick, efficient 
way to compare—and edit. All of the corrections are made directly in Word, 
using Word editing tools. Plus a Draft Review box also offers more marking 
and editing citations.  After editing, rescan the document to ensure Best 
Authority can properly recognize the citations. 
Generating the final TOA is the simplest step—one click. You pre-select 

formatting and paragraph styles and schemes. 

Now at LexisNexis 
InfoPro—

AALL Tradeshow Literature 
(See 08:060 for details)
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New on the lexis.com® Search Screen …
Suggested Sources to Broaden Your Research
Select your source from the lexis.com 
menu, and you’re ready to search.

Could there be other relevant 
resources? 

Now it’s easy to check and run one 
broader, more inclusive search with more 
relevant sources, whether they be case 
law, statutes, analysis, news, etc. You can 
even view pricing information and source 
details before you determine whether to 
add resources. And you can do it all from 
the lexis.com search box.

Now when you select a source 
within certain practice areas and state 
jurisdictions*, you will see up to 25 
recommended sources in addition to  
your original selection.  

Recommended sources are those 
deemed most relevant, regardless of your 
organization’s access, i.e., subscription or 
transactional. Transactional warning/dollar 
sign icons will appear next to any source 
title outside your subscription.

You can select as many additional 
sources as you need—or proceed with 
your original source choice. 

Here’s what the new lexis.com search 
box with recommended sources might 
look like:

A	 The source you originally selected is noted.

B	 Check a box to add additional relevant sources.

C	 Click to view all recommended additional sources. Then select from the total list and click  

OK – Use Selected.

D	 View a source description and transactional pricing details. (Click here.)

 E	 This source is outside your subscription. Click the “i” icon to see transactional pricing.

*These areas of law/jurisdictions will lead to recommended sources: Banking & Financial Services, 
Bankruptcy, Construction, Criminal Law, Environment, Estates, Gifts & Trusts, Family Law, Labor 
& Employment, Litigation Practice & Procedure, Medical Malpractice, Patent Law, Personal Injury, 
Product Liability, Real Estate, Taxation, Trademark Law, California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, 
Insurance, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas and Virginia. 
Additional areas of law and jurisdictions will be added.

$
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Spotlight On

California Official Reports More Accurate 
Via lexis.com, Says State Reporter of Decisions
“With regard to California Supreme Court and published Court of Appeal opinions, 
and particularly recently filed opinions (i.e., filed within the last 15 months or so), 
LexisNexis is a more accurate, authentic, up-to-date, and reliable source for citing  
and quoting.”

Edward Jessen, Reporter of Decisions, California 
Supreme Court, recently spoke about the court’s 
relationship with LexisNexis and what researchers  
can expect from the “official reporter:” 

“LexisNexis is, by state contract, the Official Reports 
print publisher, but it is also the publisher of the official 
online version of opinions on the LexisNexis service, 
and it has very significant responsibilities to conform to 
various contract requirements relating to authenticity, 
integrity, and accuracy. 

“It also is obligated to work closely with this office 
in checking, verifying, and enhancing opinions for 
publication, and it must respond with overnight updates 
to lexis.com for any editorial directions we give. The 
versions of opinions as edited for the Official Reports 
advance pamphlets, including citations and point pages, must appear on lexis.com 
about a week before the advance pamphlets in which opinions appear are published.

“What this means is that when we call chambers with a problem, or vice versa, 
during the period for prepublication editing for the Official Reports advance pamphlets, 
those changes are made overnight on lexis.com. And the overall editing, styling, and 
enhancing for the Official Reports, including countless corrections of cites and quotes 
that can be resolved without bothering chambers, appear on lexis.com at least a week 
before printing. 

“Notably, this means that official citations for recently filed opinions are available 
on the lexis.com service months—literally—before you will find Official Reports 
citations on the Westlaw® version of opinions, and you may never find on Westlaw’s 
versions of opinions the countless other cite, quote, and clerical corrections made for 
Official Reports publication.

“The appellate court system in California, and particularly this office, can only 
fully support one opinion publisher, and by virtue of the Official Reports publication 
contract, that publisher has been LexisNexis for the last five years. We have a limited 
ability to pass along to West® very significant changes that arise in the prepublication 
editing process for the advance pamphlets, and West’s editors do sometimes raise 
queries with this office based on something they come across in headnoting and 
otherwise preparing California opinions for print or Westlaw publication.

“But as a matter of policy, West waits until we send it a copy of the final bound-
volume manuscript that was generated for the Official Reports before partially updating 
and correcting its versions of opinions to conform with the Official Reports. Our final 
bound-volume manuscript is not generated and made final for about 15 months after 
advance pamphlet publication. And I use the term “partially update” because West 
has a corporate editing style for the National Reporter System that is not particularly 
consistent with the California Official Reports, and its corporate editing styles will 
trump reconciling to the Official Reports.

Edward Jessen

“Official citations for recently 
filed opinions are available on 
the lexis.com service months—
literally—before you will find 
Official Reports citations on 
Westlaw’s version of opinions, 
and you may never find on 
Westlaw’s versions of opinions 
the countless other cite, quote, 
and clerical corrections made for 
Official Reports publication.”
—Edward Jessen, Reporter of Decisions, 
  California Supreme Court

“Meanwhile, the authentic, accurate, 
official, and most up-to-date computer 
versions of California opinions will 
have been available on lexis.com for all 
those 15 months. Sure, the difference is 
perhaps only (or mostly) in the details, 
but the anecdote I recall is when the 
California Supreme Court filed Sandoval 
(41 Cal.4th 825) and Black II (41 Cal. 4th 
799). There were many opinions pending 
in the Courts of Appeal waiting for those 
opinions before, in turn, the Courts of 
Appeal could file their opinions. So I got 
50 or more “how to cite” Sandoval and 
Black inquiries the first couple of weeks 
after those opinions were filed, and many 
came with excerpts of  what was going 
to be cited and quoted in the Court of 
Appeal’s opinion.

“Where Westlaw was the source, the 
corporate editing was palpable and the 
result was significantly different in styling 
from what the Supreme Court filed, and 
from what was published in the Official 
Reports, not to mention a couple of minor 
clerical corrections made by the author 
that added clarity to some key passages  
in Sandoval and Black II.”

Read Jessen’s viewpoint in its entirety at: http://law.lexisnexis.com/infopro
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Pictures From the AALL Annual Meeting in Portland ...

For IPs Only

Didn’t make the meeting? You can still 
review the LexisNexis products that your 
colleagues reviewed on the exhibit floor. 

A Special Offer …
Download the product literature 

from every LexisNexis booth station—
right from the LexisNexis InfoPro  
Web site.

It’s simple. Just register at LexisNexis 
InfoPro. (Already registered? Great. 
You’re ready to go, plus you’ll have 
access to additional materials not 
available to non-subscribers.) Tradeshow 
literature is available at http://law.
lexisnexis.com/infopro/Professional-
and-Personal-Development/AALL-
Literature-from-the-Tradeshow-Floor/

Your LexisNexis Librarian Relations 
Consultant and your LexisNexis account 
team can also review any LexisNexis 
products of interest. Need to connect 
with your Librarian Relations Consultant? 
Go to http://law.lexisnexis.com/infopro/
Librarian-Relations-Group/Meet-the-LRCs

Michael Saint-Onge, Team Lead of 
the LexisNexis Librarian Relations 
Group, reviews the variety of 
librarian relations programs 
available through LexisNexis. 

More than 20 LexisNexis resources were featured in this year’s exhibit stations by LexisNexis product 
experts and the Librarian Relations Group, including (L-R) Cindy Spohr, Team Lead, and LexisNexis 
Librarian Relations Consultants, including Gayle Lynn-Nelson, Elizabeth Cavendish, Rachel Baarz, 
Rhonda Keaton and Dianne Chambers.
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At the opening event—a dessert extravaganza— 
LexisNexis Librarian Relations Consultants 
joined hundred of librarian colleagues  
who sampled the best Portland sweets, 
including Voodoo Doughnuts and  
Moonstruck Chocolates. 

This year’s Social Responsibilities 
SIS book drive netted more than 
400 books and more than $2,000 
in gift cards, checks and donations 
for the Willamette Writers Books 
for Kids program. LexisNexis was 
proud to donate 142 books to the 
10th annual drive. Congratulations 
SR-SIS! Great job!
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Take a Tour

FIND A SOURCE Tab:  
Now More Flexible Searching
Click the FIND A SOURCE tab on  
lexis.com. It looks a little different. But  
it’s very new and very different.

With input and guidance from 
information professionals, the FIND A 
SOURCE tab has been revamped to offer 
more flexibility in pinpointing lexis.com 
resources. 

Now there are two options for  
finding sources.

Option 1: Type in a Keyword or 
Phrase. Now you can enter—

•	 a few search words, e.g., mental 
health

•	 search words and connectors,  
labor /5 arbitrat!

•	 a short (library;file) name, e.g.,  
to find The New York Times®,  
ENTER: news;nyt

That’s right. Use a natural-language 
search or search words and connectors. 
No buttons to select. 

So you can enter ohio employment 
and find OH Labor & Employment Cases.  

And every FIND A SOURCE search 
now looks in a variety of Online Guide 
segments (not just source title), so you 
can enter search terms and possibly find 
relevant sources that don’t have the 
search terms in the publication title. 

For example, enter a very broad 
search such as mental health in FIND A 
SOURCE and find Mental Health Weekly 
Digest and Mental Health Business 
Weekly, but also retrieve Diagnostic 
Statistics Manual of Mental Disorders. 

Plus the results are ranked by 
relevance. Each found source will be 
listed once, without source paths. Each 
search retrieves up to 300 sources.

Need more than one source for your 
research? Now combine sources directly 
from your FIND A SOURCE results 
screen. Sources available for combining 
will have white checkboxes next to the 
titles. Just check the boxes next to the 
sources you wish to search and click 
Combine Sources at the top of the screen. 

Option 2: Browse Alphabetically
Select a letter of the alphabet and scroll through the list to find a source by its title.  

Within each letter, a dropdown box will be available so you can jump quickly to a 
portion of the listing that contains the title you are looking for. As with option 1, search 
results will list a source only one time, rather than multiple times, and will show only 
the source name (no source hierarchy). 

Option 2

Option 1
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Knowledge Exchange

International Research: Tap Resources Your Overseas  
Offices Use—Via the lexis.com Seamless Interface
by Liz Peoples, LexisNexis Librarian Relations Consultant

Do you ever get a jolt of panic when you get questions about 
insurance laws in the United Kingdom, fishing treaties in  
Australia, or maybe a patent question that needs U.S. and  
German guidelines? 

Conducting international legal research can be a challenge. 
When launching into an international research request, I have done 
a variety of things: 

•	 searched for international sources via the Web, 
•	 tried to gain access to a law school’s international collection sources, and/or 
•	 dialed and e-mailed the consulates, embassies, trade organizations, etc. 

All the while I’m wondering: Are these sources the most current? Did I get it all? 
When I want to learn about sources for topics unknown to me, I often utilize 

Zimmerman’s Research Guides—The Online Encyclopedia for Legal Researchers, 
which is available through the LexisNexis InfoPro Web site (www.law.lexisnexis.
com/infopro) Andrew Zimmerman states in the International Law section: “It can be 
exceptionally hard to find international law materials.”

I could not have said it better. But research has recently become much easier with 
the LexisNexis services. In addition to the thousands of international resources available 
through lexis.com, LexisNexis Global Research available as a seamless interface 
through lexis.com gives you easy access to the international legal content sources your 
overseas offices utilize as well.* 

That’s more than 1,000 international legal sources from Australia, Canada, 
Germany, New Zealand and the United Kingdom—and more than 800 sources 
are brand new, i.e., not on the regular lexis.com interface.  

Once your organization subscribes to LexisNexis Global Legal Research, you 
can link directly from lexis.com. The link will be located in the International Law 
practice area (select the Legal tab then International Law) and through the 
LexisNexis International Practice Center.

The Global Legal Research source list is very extensive: I like to browse and then 
choose my sources by topic and then filter by country. You can also choose your 
language type—English for me but German and French are also available, which is 
great for attorneys visiting from international offices. 

In fact it’s great to offer LexisNexis Global Legal Research to visiting European 
attorneys. They’re already familiar with the platform. Voila! They are productive  
and providing results using LexisNexis Global Research—no down time learning  
a new system.  

After completing a search, you receive the results categorized by source so that 
you choose between case law, treaties, and news materials.

Liz Peoples

In addition to important federal 
and state law reports, legislation, new 
journals, newsletters, and bulletins, 
the following key content—not 
available through lexis.com—is 
available via LexisNexis Global  
Legal Research: 

•	 Commentary: Exclusive legal 
encyclopedia and treatises such 
as Halsburys Laws of England; 
Butterworths Corporate Law 
Service; Erman: Bürgerliches 
Gesetzbuch (Erman on the 
German Civil Code) 

•	 Forms & Precedents: Exclusive form 
books such as Atkins Court Forms 
(UK) and Australian Encyclopedia  
of Forms & Precedents. 

•	 Citators: Such as QuickCITE™ 
Citator (Canada); Halsburys 
“Is It In Force” (UK); Status 
Compendium (NZ) 

•	 Reference Materials: Many new 
reference materials including Practice 
and Procedure (Australia); LexisNexis 
Rechtswörterbuch (German law 
dictionary); bills and rules of court. 

•	 New Countries/Sources: German 
and EU case law, legislation, 
journals; Australian and New 
Zealand legislation. 

•	 Exclusive Tax Sources: Simons 
Direct Tax Service and over 30 
Tolley’s tax publications. 

•	 Local content: Such as decisions 
from 99 Canadian boards and 
tribunals and Anthony and 
Berrymans Magistrate’s Court  
Guide (UK). 

Plus get links! Some encyclopedia 
and law reports will contain links 
to legislation, case law and other 
sources. 

Cheerio! By using the LexisNexis 
Global Research you are off to having 
excellent access to International research 
resources on lexis.com.*Not available to law school subscribers
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LexisNexis® Information  
Professional Update
Newsletter editions are also available at  
http://www.lexisnexis.com/infopro

LexisNexis Information Professional Update is a 
monthly newsletter (November/December issues 
combined) for law-firm, law-school, corporate, and 
government information professionals published by
LexisNexis, P.O. Box 933, Dayton, OH 45401-0933.

Managing Editor 
Barbara M. Byrd 
barbara.byrd@lexisnexis.com

Contributors
Georgia Akers 
Linda Banks 
Kara Cox 
Carol Sandy

Legal Liaison
Shari Townsend

For comments or questions regarding legal products, 
contact: 

Cindy Spohr, MLS 
Team Lead, LexisNexis Customer Consultant Group  
cindy.spohr@lexisnexis.com

LexisNexis, lexis.com and the Knowledge Burst 
logo are registered trademarks of Reed Elsevier 
Properties Inc., used under license. PowerInvoice is a 
trademark of LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier 
Inc. QuickCITE is a trademark of LexisNexis Canada, 
Inc. Other products or services may be trademarks or 
registered trademarks of their respective companies.   
© 2008 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier.  
All Rights Reserved. LB2008-8 0708

Extra! Extra!

Special New Price for Full-Text Elsevier 
Journal Documents**
Go to the GET A DOCUMENT tab at lexis.com and request any available full-text 
article from any of the 1,000+ Elsevier Full-Text Journals. 

And go now because you can retrieve each full-text document for only $20. (Plus, 
if you need an official PDF for your research or filing, you can add the article PDF for 
an additional $30.)  

One request … one source. No multiple vendors. No multiple billings. Plus:

•	 No additional charges for processing or copyright.
•	 No special charges for fax or rush services. You get your document immediately; 

same price.
•	 Elsevier Get a Document charges appear on your LexisNexis PowerInvoice™ 

service invoices for easy billing management. 

And request as many documents as you need. The per-document cost stays the same. 
Find peer-reviewed articles for intellectual properties and medical research, 

litigation and more. Got citations from expert curricula vitae? Go get the articles 
quickly—and without memorizing a variety of citation formats. 

Because Elsevier titles do not have standardized or blue book-like citations. 
LexisNexis has created a citation format so customers can quickly, easily and 
economically locate specific articles. You just need the publication title, year, volume, 
number and page range.  

Here’s how to retrieve a full-text Elsevier article:

1. 	 Click the GET A DOCUMENT tab on the main lexis.com menu.
2. 	 Click Citation Formats.
3. 	 Enter your publication name or partial name, e.g., life sciences; Click Find.
4. 	 Click the citation link. Add year, volume, number and page range. (See graphic.) 
5.	 Click Get. 

(2007)  80  LANCNE  24-25  2375-2379

  Year   Vol.     Title        No.    Page Range

space space space space

**May not be available to government subscribers. Not available to law school subscribers.


