Sara Paul Raffel

Sara Paul Raffel is the Reference Librarian for the San Francisco and Palo Alto offices of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP. Her current responsibilities include providing research and reference services, overseeing the day-to-day operations of the library, and coordinating library orientation and training for new associates and staff. She has worked in libraries in both San Francisco and New York City, including starting her professional career as the Reference Librarian at the New York County District Attorney's Office. 
Sara is an active member of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), the Northern California Association of Law Libraries (NOCALL) and the Special Library Association (SLA).  She has served on various committees within the AALL Private Law Libraries Special Interest Section (PLL-SIS), most recently on the Continuing Education Committee.   Sara currently sits on the AALL Continuing Professional Education Committee. In 2008, Sara was selected as a Fellow for the first AALL Leadership Academy. Sara has written articles and spoken publicly on a variety of issues related to legal research and librarianship. 
Sara attended TRIPLL in 2008 and is thrilled to serve as a TRIPLL Council member for 2010. Indeed, she counts teaching as one of her favorite aspects of law librarianship. For the past two years Sara has been meeting regularly with a group of San Francisco firm and academic law librarians interested in teaching legal research. The group recently presented a workshop at the NOCALL Spring Institute entitled "Bridge to Nowhere?  Successfully Spanning the Legal Research Gap" on how to better train Summer Associates to conduct research within the firm setting. 
Sara earned her B.A. in Politics, with a minor in Gender Studies, from New York University and her M.L.S. from Pratt Institute.

In her spare time, Sara enjoys road biking, hiking, traveling and all things food related.



