Lesson Plan Overview

Researching State Statutes
Source: Lexis Advance™
Goal: Students will learn how to efficiently research a state statutory issue on Lexis Advance, efficiently locating the relevant statute and finding primary authority applying or interpreting the statutes. This knowledge and practice will apply to future memo and brief assignments.

NOTE: 
a. This lesson plan assumes students have a basic understanding of primary and secondary authority, and citator services. 
b. Each Lesson Plan contains four documents:
- Overview:  This document is the Overview providing the Lesson Goals, Objectives, Contents, On-Demand training resources, and links to related lesson plan documents below.

-Teacher’s Guide: A detailed class outline including “Teacher Tips”.
-PowerPoint: Associated ppt with talking points and screen shots.
-Follow-up Exercises:  Short exercises and questions to reinforce the lesson.
Objectives
1. Knowledge: As a result of this class students will be better able to:

· Understand how to efficiently retrieve a statute citation
· Understand how to find a relevant statute(s) without a citation
· Understand the value of an annotated code and additional features
· Shepard’s as a tool to find more authority
· Understand how to organize research electronically via folders
2. Skills: As a result of this class, students will be better able to:
· Efficiently retrieve and identify relevant statute(s) using integrated tools such as the Table of Contents.
· Locate the most relevant case annotations
· Efficiently navigate the Shepard’s report to find more authority

· Efficiently manage one’s research via electronic annotations and folders

Contents: 

See Teacher’s Guide & PPT

Agenda:

1. Sample Assignment  (see Teacher’s Guide and PPT)
2. Find relevant statute(s)

a. By Citation

b. By Source

c. Table of Contents

d. Statute Display

3. Find Cases Interpreting Statute

a. Case Annotations

b. Shepard’s®

4. Managing Your Research Results

a. History

b. Work Folders

5. Customer Support and Summary

Follow-up Exercises: Short 5 minute exercises for use in class or homework to reinforce how to research statutes and find primary authority applying/interpreting the statute. 
On-Demand Learning Tools for pre-work or reinforcement - Recommendations






Continued on next page
· Literature:
· Quick Tips for Students
· Shepardizing™
· Tutorials:

· Save and Organize Your Research with Lexis Advance 
· Shepardizing™ with Lexis Advance 
· You Tube videos:

Research Statutes 

Find More Authority with Shepard’s
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