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Georgia School Laws

Part I. General Law

TITLE 20

EDUCATION

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1

General Provisions

Sec.
20-1-1. Acceptance and adoption of annuity contracts

of teachers hired from other Georgia school
systems.

20-1-2. Power of the governing boards of public
school systems to establish supplemental
pension and retirement allowances.

20-1-3. Eligibility of teachers receiving retirement
benefits from the Board of Regents of the
University System of Georgia to be members
of the Teachers Retirement System of Geor-
gia.

20-1-4. Power of the Board of Regents of the Univer-
sity System of Georgia to establish supple-
mental pension and retirement allowances.

20-1-5. Liability of surrogate parents.
20-1-6. Retired Teachers’ Day.
20-1-6.1. Official state school.
20-1-7. Fraudulent activities with respect to docu-

ments conferred by institution of education;
penalties.

20-1-8. Placement of lottery funds into Construction
Reserve Trust Fund.

20-1-9. ‘‘Local school system,’’ ‘‘local boards of educa-
tion,’’ and ‘‘county boards of education’’ de-
fined.

Article 2

Drug-free Postsecondary Education Act

20-1-20. Short title.
20-1-21. Legislative findings and intent.
20-1-22. Definitions.
20-1-23. Disciplinary action for student of public edu-

cational institution.
20-1-24. Disciplinary action for student of nonpublic

educational institution.
20-1-25. Additional sanctions permissible.
20-1-26. Promulgation of administrative procedures

for implementation of article.
20-1-27. Applicability of article.

Editor’s notes. — By resolution (Ga. L. 1986, p. 529),
the General Assembly designated the English language as
the official language of the State of Georgia.

ARTICLE 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Editor’s notes. — The existing provisions of Chapter 1
were designated as Article 1 by Ga. L. 1990, p. 2037, § 1.

Administrative rules and regulations. — Rules of
general applicability, Official Compilation of Rules and
Regulations of State of Georgia, Department of Education,
Chapter 160-1-3.

20-1-1. Acceptance and adoption of annu-
ity contracts of teachers hired
from other Georgia school sys-
tems.

The several county and independent school
system boards of education and school super-
intendents are authorized and directed to ac-
cept and adopt previously obtained annuity
contracts of school teachers hired from other
Georgia school systems and to withhold salary
deductions in accordance with such contracts,
if such boards of education or school superin-
tendents had notice or knowledge of the annu-
ity contracts before hiring any of such teachers.
(Ga. L. 1970, p. 458, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 3,
§ 20; Ga. L. 2001, p. 4, § 20.)

The 2001 amendment, effective February 12, 2001,
part of an Act to revise, modernize, and correct the Code,
substituted ‘‘school teachers’’ for ‘‘schoolteachers’’ preced-
ing ‘‘hired from other Georgia school systems’’.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. — 60A Am. Jur. 2d, Pensions and Retire-
ment Funds, § 1614.

C.J.S. — 78 C.J.S., Schools and School Districts, § 346.

20-1-2. Power of the governing boards of
public school systems to establish
supplemental pension and retire-
ment allowances.

The governing boards of public school sys-
tems of this state are authorized to establish
pension and retirement allowances out of local
funds to supplement the allowances provided

1



for teachers under the Teachers Retirement
System of Georgia. (Ga. L. 1949, p. 1183, § 1.)

Cross references. — Health insurance plans for retired
former employees of public school systems, Ga. Const.
1983, Art. III, Sec. VI, Para. VI. Application of other
state-funded pension or retirement benefits to members
and beneficiaries of Teachers Retirement System of Geor-
gia, § 47-3-140.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

C.J.S. — 78 C.J.S., Schools and School Districts, § 346.
ALR. — Construction and application of Employee Re-

tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 USCA § 1001 et
seq.) by United States Supreme Court, 150 ALR Fed. 441.

20-1-3. Eligibility of teachers receiving re-
tirement benefits from the Board
of Regents of the University Sys-
tem of Georgia to be members of
the Teachers Retirement System
of Georgia.

Teachers in the University System of Geor-
gia who upon retirement receive retirement
pay or allowances from or through the Board of
Regents of the University System of Georgia
shall not be disqualified thereby from becoming
members of the Teachers Retirement System of
Georgia. As used in this Code section, ‘‘teacher’’
means the same as it is defined in Code Section
47-3-1. (Ga. L. 1945, p. 454, § 1.)

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. — 60A Am. Jur. 2d, Pensions and Retire-
ment Funds, §§ 1614, 1620.

C.J.S. — 78 C.J.S., Schools and School Districts, § 338
et seq.

20-1-4. Power of the Board of Regents of
the University System of Georgia
to establish supplemental pension
and retirement allowances.

The Board of Regents of the University Sys-
tem of Georgia is authorized to establish pen-
sion and retirement allowances to supplement
the allowances provided for teachers under the
Teachers Retirement System of Georgia. (Code
1933, § 32-152, enacted by Ga. L. 1949, p.
1196, § 1.)

Cross references. — Application of other state-funded
pension or retirement benefits to members and beneficia-
ries of Teachers Retirement System of Georgia, § 47-3-140.

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Supplemental retirement plan at Medical College
of Georgia. — It is within the authority of the board of
regents to establish a supplemental retirement plan at the
Medical College of Georgia. 1999 Op. Att’y Gen. No. U99-
10.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

C.J.S. — 78 C.J.S., Schools and School Districts, § 346.

20-1-5. Liability of surrogate parents.

Any individual appointed to act as a surro-
gate parent for a child pursuant to federal law
(P.L. 94-142) and federal regulations (34 C.F.R.
8300.514), as such law and regulations existed
on January 1, 1985, shall not be liable for any
civil damages for any action or actions done
while performing duty as a surrogate parent,
except for acts or omissions to act constituting
gross, willful, or wanton negligence. (Code
1981, § 20-1-5, enacted by Ga. L. 1985, p. 447,
§ 1.)

U.S. Code. — Public Law 94-142, the federal Education
for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975, amended or
enacted provisions throughout the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.

20-1-6. Retired Teachers’ Day.

(a) The Sunday commencing the third week
of November of each year is designated as
Retired Teachers’ Day.

(b) The Governor may issue annually a proc-
lamation designating the Sunday commencing
the third week of November of each year as
Retired Teachers’ Day and calling upon public
schools and citizens of the state to observe the
occasion and to take the opportunity to honor
the retired teachers of the state. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1-6, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 619, § 1.)

Cross references. — Holidays and observances gener-
ally, Ch. 4, T. 1.

20-1-6.1. Official state school.

Plains High School is designated as the offi-
cial Georgia state school. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1-6.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1997, p. 1060,
§ 1.)

20-1-7. Fraudulent activities with respect
to documents conferred by institu-
tion of education; penalties.

(a) No person may buy, sell, create, dupli-
cate, alter, give, or obtain or attempt to buy,
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sell, create, duplicate, alter, give, or obtain a
diploma, certificate, academic record, certifi-
cate of enrollment, or other instrument which
purports to signify merit or achievement con-
ferred by an institution of education in this
state with the intent to use fraudulently such
document or to allow the fraudulent use of such
document.

(b) Any person who violates subsection (a) of
this Code section or who aids another in violat-
ing subsection (a) of this Code section shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
shall be punished by a fine not to exceed
$1,000.00 or by imprisonment for a period not
to exceed one year, or both. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1-7, enacted by Ga. L. 1991, p. 1143, § 1.)

Law reviews. — For note on 1991 enactment of this
Code section, see 8 Ga. St. U.L. Rev. 66 (1992).

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

For an update of crimes and offenses for which the
Georgia Crime Information Center is authorized to collect
and file identifying data, see 1991 Op. Att’y Gen. No. 91-35.

20-1-8. Placement of lottery funds into
Construction Reserve Trust Fund.

Any lottery funds appropriated for purposes
of new capital construction shall be placed in a
Construction Reserve Trust Fund to be main-
tained by the appropriate fiscal officers of state
government. Funds so placed in the Construc-
tion Reserve Trust Fund shall be deemed to be
committed for educational purposes and pro-
grams in compliance with subsection (d) of
Code Section 50-27-13. Any such funds must be
designated by project by the appropriate edu-
cational agency no later than June 30 of the
fiscal year for which the funds were appropri-
ated. Any such funds must be contractually
obligated no later than June 30 of the fiscal
year following the fiscal year for which the
funds were appropriated. Any funds not desig-
nated or contractually obligated within such
time periods shall lapse; and additionally any
funds not expended as originally designated
and obligated within 24 months after the close
of the fiscal year for which such funds were
originally appropriated shall lapse. Any funds
so lapsing shall lapse to the general fund of the
state treasury and shall be credited to the
Lottery for Education Account. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1-8, enacted by Ga. L. 1995, p. 701, § 1;
Ga. L. 1996, p. 6, § 20.)

Editor’s notes. — This Code section applies with re-
spect to appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1995, as well as all future fiscal years.

20-1-9. ‘‘Local school system,’’ ‘‘local
boards of education,’’ and ‘‘county
boards of education’’ defined.

Except as may otherwise be specifically pro-
vided, as used in this title, the term ‘‘local
school system’’ shall refer to both any county
school system and any independent school sys-
tem which may be in existence in a county. The
terms ‘‘local boards of education’’ and ‘‘county
boards of education’’ shall refer to both any
county board of education and the board of
education of any independent school system
which may be in existence in a county. (Code
1981, § 20-1-9, enacted by Ga. L. 1996, p. 378,
§ 1.)

Code Commission notes. — Pursuant to Code Section
28-9-5, in 1996, this Code section, originally enacted as
Code Section 20-1-8, was redesignated as Code Section
20-1-9.

ARTICLE 2

DRUG-FREE POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION ACT

Law reviews. — For note on 1990 enactment of this
article, see 7 Ga. St. U.L. Rev. 379 (1990).

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

First offender treatment as ‘‘conviction’’ within
this article. — First offender treatment upon a verdict or
plea of guilty is a ‘‘conviction’’ within the meaning of the
Drug Free Campus Act (§ 20-1-20 et seq.), applicable to
students in institutions of higher learning. 1992 Op. Att’y
Gen. No. 92-10.

20-1-20. Short title.

This article shall be known and may be cited
as the ‘‘Drug-free Postsecondary Education Act
of 1990.’’ (Code 1981, § 20-1-20, enacted by Ga.
L. 1990, p. 2037, § 1.)

20-1-21. Legislative findings and intent.

The General Assembly finds that the manu-
facture, distribution, sale, possession, or use of
marijuana, controlled substances, or danger-
ous drugs in an unlawful manner is a serious
threat to the public health, safety, and welfare
and to the academic achievement of students
enrolled in the public and nonpublic colleges,
universities, and postsecondary technical insti-
tutes of this state. It is declared to be a primary
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purpose and goal of this state, of all of its
agencies and instrumentalities, and of all of its
public officials and employees to take all rea-
sonable steps possible to eradicate the unlaw-
ful manufacture, distribution, sale, possession,
and use of marijuana, controlled substances,
and dangerous drugs. With this purpose in
mind, the General Assembly declares that the
public and nonpublic colleges, universities, and
postsecondary technical institutes in this state
must be absolutely free of any person who
would knowingly manufacture, distribute, sell,
possess, or use marijuana, a controlled sub-
stance, or a dangerous drug in an unlawful
manner. For this reason, the General Assembly
enacts this article. (Code 1981, § 20-1-21, en-
acted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 2037, § 1.)

20-1-22. Definitions.

As used in this article, the term:
(1) ‘‘Authority’’ means the Georgia Stu-

dent Finance Authority created pursuant to
Code Section 20-3-313.

(2) ‘‘Controlled substance’’ means any
drug, substance, or immediate precursor in-
cluded in the definition of the term ‘‘con-
trolled substance’’ in paragraph (4) of Code
Section 16-13-21.

(3) ‘‘Convicted’’ or ‘‘conviction’’ refers to a
plea of guilty, a finding of guilty by a court of
competent jurisdiction, or the acceptance of a
plea of nolo contendere or affording of first
offender treatment by a court of competent
jurisdiction, irrespective of the pendency or
availability of any appeal or application for
collateral relief.

(4) ‘‘Dangerous drug’’ means any drug or
substance defined as such under Code Sec-
tion 16-13-71.

(5) ‘‘Date of conviction’’ means the date
that the trial court determines guilt and
enters judgment thereon or the date on
which the court accepts a plea of nolo
contendere or formally allows a person to
receive first offender treatment.

(6) ‘‘Marijuana’’ shall have the same
meaning as such term is defined in para-
graph (16) of Code Section 16-13-21.

(7) ‘‘Nonpublic educational institution’’
means any postsecondary educational insti-
tution not established, operated, or governed
by the State of Georgia.

(8) ‘‘Public educational institution’’
means:

(A) Any two-year college, college, uni-
versity, or other institution of higher learn-
ing under the management and control of

the Board of Regents of the University
System of Georgia; and

(B) Any postsecondary technical school
under the management and control of the
State Board of Technical and Adult Educa-
tion.
(9) ‘‘Student’’ means any person who is

enrolled as a student in courses for academic
credit on a full-time, part-time, temporary, or
intermittent basis in any public or nonpublic
educational institution. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1-22, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 2037,
§ 1.)

Code Commission notes. — Pursuant to Code Section
28-9-5, in 1990, the word ‘‘on’’ was inserted following
‘‘academic credit’’ in paragraph (9).

20-1-23. Disciplinary action for student of
public educational institution.

Any student of a public educational institu-
tion who is convicted, under the laws of this
state, the United States, or any other state, of
any felony offense involving the manufacture,
distribution, sale, possession, or use of mari-
juana, a controlled substance, or a dangerous
drug shall as of the date of conviction be
suspended from the public educational institu-
tion in which such person is enrolled. Except
for cases in which the institution has previ-
ously taken disciplinary action against a stu-
dent for the same offense, such suspension
shall be effective as of the date of conviction,
even though the educational institution may
not complete all administrative actions neces-
sary to implement such suspension until a
later date. Except for cases in which the insti-
tution has already imposed disciplinary sanc-
tions for the same offense, such suspension
shall continue through the end of the term,
quarter, semester, or other similar period for
which the student was enrolled as of the date of
conviction. The student shall forfeit any right
to any academic credit otherwise earned or
earnable for such term, quarter, semester, or
other similar period; and the educational insti-
tution shall subsequently revoke any such ac-
ademic credit which is granted prior to the
completion of administrative actions necessary
to implement such suspension. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1-23, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 2037,
§ 1.)

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Conviction of felony after end of academic period.
— Although the Drug-Free Postsecondary Education Act of
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1990 does not require the suspension of a student convicted
of a felony involving the illegal use of drugs when the
conviction occurs after the end of an academic period but
prior to the commencement of the following academic
period, the policy manual of the board of regents would
permit such disciplinary action during the pendency of
criminal charges or after final conviction. 1992 Op. Att’y
Gen. No. 92-21.

20-1-24. Disciplinary action for student of
nonpublic educational institu-
tion.

(a) Any student of a nonpublic educational
institution who is convicted, under the laws of
this state, the United States, or any other
state, of any felony offense involving the man-
ufacture, distribution, sale, possession, or use
of marijuana, a controlled substance, or a dan-
gerous drug shall as of the date of conviction be
denied state funds for any loans, grants, or
scholarships administered under the authority
of Part 3 of Article 7 of Chapter 3 of this title,
the ‘‘Georgia Student Finance Authority Act,’’
or similar loans, grants, or scholarships, in-
cluding but not limited to Georgia Higher Ed-
ucation Loan Program loans, student incentive
grants, or tuition equalization grants. The au-
thority is authorized to define such terms and
prescribe such rules, regulations, and proce-
dures as may be reasonable and necessary to
carry out the purposes of this article.

(b) Such denial of state funds shall be effec-
tive as of the first day of the term, quarter,
semester, or other similar period for which the
student was enrolled immediately following
the date of conviction or the date on which the
court accepts a plea of nolo contendere or
formally allows a student to receive first of-
fender treatment and shall continue through
the end of such term, quarter, semester, or
other similar period for which the student was
enrolled. Any nonpublic educational institution
operating within this state that receives state
funds shall agree to comply with this article in
order to be eligible for its students to receive
state funds through scholarships, grants, or
loan programs. (Code 1981, § 20-1-24, enacted
by Ga. L. 1990, p. 2037, § 1; Ga. L. 1991, p. 94,
§ 20.)

20-1-25. Additional sanctions permissible.

The suspension sanctions and sanctions in-
volving denial of state funds as prescribed in
this article are intended as minimum sanc-
tions, and nothing in this article shall be con-
strued to prohibit any educational institution

from establishing and implementing additional
or more stringent sanctions for felony offenses
and other conduct involving the unlawful man-
ufacture, distribution, sale, possession, or use
of marijuana, a controlled substance, or a dan-
gerous drug. (Code 1981, § 20-1-25, enacted by
Ga. L. 1990, p. 2037, § 1.)

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Conviction of felony after end of academic period.
— Although the Drug-Free Postsecondary Education Act of
1990 does not require the suspension of a student convicted
of a felony involving the illegal use of drugs when the
conviction occurs after the end of an academic period but
prior to the commencement of the following academic
period, the policy manual of the board of regents would
permit such disciplinary action during the pendency of
criminal charges or after final conviction. 1992 Op. Att’y
Gen. No. 92-21.

20-1-26. Promulgation of administrative
procedures for implementation
of article.

Administrative procedures for the imple-
mentation of this article shall be promulgated
for the educational institutions under their
respective management and control by the
Board of Regents of the University System of
Georgia and the State Board of Technical and
Adult Education or the individual nonpublic
educational institutions. Such procedures shall
provide for relief from sanctions previously
imposed under this article against a person
whose conviction is subsequently overturned
on appeal or through collateral relief. (Code
1981, § 20-1-26, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p.
2037, § 1.)

20-1-27. Applicability of article.

This article shall apply only with respect to
felony offenses committed on or after July 1,
1990; provided, however, that nothing in this
Code section shall prevent any educational
institution from implementing sanctions addi-
tional to or other than those provided for in this
article with respect to offenses committed prior
to July 1, 1990. (Code 1981, § 20-1-27, enacted
by Ga. L. 1990, p. 2037, § 1.)

CHAPTER 1A

OFFICE OF SCHOOL
READINESS

Sec.
20-1A-1. Creation.
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Sec.
20-1A-2. Definitions.
20-1A-3. Director; duties and powers; salary; person-

nel; rules and regulations.
20-1A-4. Powers and duties.
20-1A-5. Transfer of operation and management of

pre-kindergarten, Even Start, child care food
programs and child care regulation services
to office; transfer of personnel and assets;
retirement; funding of transferred programs.

20-1A-6. Applicable rules and regulations to succeed to
office.

20-1A-7. Pre-kindergarten name change required in
publications, posters, banners, and signs.

Editor’s notes. — Ga. L. 1996, p. 167, § 1, not codified
by the General Assembly, provides: ‘‘This Act shall be
known and may be cited as the ‘Education Reform Act of
1996.’ ’’

20-1A-1. Creation.

The Office of School Readiness is created as a
department of the executive branch of state
government, and said office shall have the
duties, responsibilities, functions, powers, and
authority set forth in this chapter and other-
wise provided by law. The Office of School
Readiness shall be assigned for administrative
purposes only, as that term is defined in Code
Section 50-4-3, to the Department of Educa-
tion. (Code 1981, § 20-1A-1, enacted by Ga. L.
1996, p. 167, § 2.)

Law reviews. — For review of 1996 education legisla-
tion, see 13 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 160.

20-1A-2. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the term:
(1) ‘‘Director’’ means the director of the

Office of School Readiness.
(2) ‘‘Office’’ means the Office of School

Readiness. (Code 1981, § 20-1A-2, enacted
by Ga. L. 1996, p. 167, § 2.)

Code Commission notes. — Pursuant to Code Section
28-9-5, in 1996, ‘‘director’’ was substituted for ‘‘Director’’ at
the second occurrence of the word in paragraph (1).

20-1A-3. Director; duties and powers; sal-
ary; personnel; rules and regula-
tions.

(a) The chief administrative and executive
officer of the office shall be the director, who
shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure

of the Governor. The director shall be respon-
sible for the performance and exercise of the
duties, responsibilities, functions, powers, and
authority imposed upon the director and the
office by law. The director shall be in the
unclassified service of the state merit system
and shall receive a salary to be determined by
the Governor.

(b) The director shall have the authority to
employ all personnel of the office, subject to the
provisions of this chapter and all applicable
provisions of other laws governing public em-
ployment.

(c) The director shall promulgate rules and
regulations and establish procedures to carry
out the provisions of this chapter. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1A-3, enacted by Ga. L. 1996, p. 167, § 2.)

20-1A-4. Powers and duties.

The Office of School Readiness shall have the
following powers and duties:

(1) To administer such programs and ser-
vices as may be necessary for the operation
and management of voluntary pre-kinder-
garten, which shall be known as ‘‘Georgia’s
Pre-K Program’’;

(2) To administer such programs and ser-
vices as may be necessary for the operation
and management of preschool and child de-
velopment programs, such as Even Start and
child care regulation and food programs;

(3) To act as the agent of the federal gov-
ernment in conformity with this chapter and
the administration of any federal funds
granted to the state to aid in the furtherance
of any functions of the office; and

(4) To assist local units of administration
in this state so as to assure the proliferation
of services under this chapter. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1A-4, enacted by Ga. L. 1996, p. 167,
§ 2; Ga. L. 2002, p. 1083, § 1.)

The 2002 amendment, effective May 14, 2002, added ‘‘,
which shall be known as ‘Georgia’s Pre-K Program’ ’’ at the
end of paragraph (1).

20-1A-5. Transfer of operation and man-
agement of pre-kindergarten,
Even Start, child care food pro-
grams and child care regulation
services to office; transfer of per-
sonnel and assets; retirement;
funding of transferred programs.

(a) Effective April 15, 1996, the Office of
School Readiness shall carry out all of the
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functions and exercise all of the powers for-
merly held by the Department of Education for
the operation and management of the pre-
kindergarten, Even Start, and child care food
programs. Subject to subsection (c) of this Code
section, all persons employed by and positions
authorized for the Department of Education to
perform these functions on April 14, 1996,
shall, on April 15, 1996, be transferred to the
Office of School Readiness. All office equip-
ment, furniture, and other assets in possession
of the Department of Education which are used
or held exclusively or principally by personnel
transferred under this subsection shall be
transferred to the Office of School Readiness on
April 15, 1996.

(b) Effective April 15, 1996, the Office of
School Readiness shall carry out all of the
functions and exercise all of the powers for-
merly held by the Department of Human Re-
sources for the operation and management of
child care regulation services. Subject to sub-
section (c) of this Code section, all persons
employed by and positions authorized for the
Department of Human Resources to perform
functions relating to the licensure and certifi-
cation of pre-kindergarten programs on April
14, 1996, shall, on April 15, 1996, be trans-
ferred to the Office of School Readiness. All
office equipment, furniture, and other assets in
possession of the Department of Human Re-
sources which are used or held exclusively or
principally by personnel transferred under this
subsection shall be transferred to the Office of
School Readiness on April 15, 1996.

(c) All transfers of employees and assets
provided for in subsections (a) and (b) of this
Code section shall be subject to the approval of
the director, and such personnel or assets shall
not be transferred if the director determines
that a specific employee or asset should remain
with the transferring agency.

(d) Employees of the office shall serve in the
unclassified service of the state merit system
as defined by Code Section 45-20-6. Persons
who have transferred to the office pursuant to
subsection (a) or (b) of this Code section who
are in the classified service of the state merit
system at the time of the transfer may elect to
remain in such classified service and be gov-
erned by the provisions thereof; provided, how-
ever, that if any such person accepts a promo-
tion or transfers to another position, that
person shall become an employee in the unclas-
sified service.

(e) All employees of the Office of School
Readiness who are employed after April 15,
1996, shall become members of the Employees’

Retirement System of Georgia consistent with
the provisions of Code Section 47-2-70.1.

(f ) Persons who are transferred to the Office
of School Readiness pursuant to subsection (a)
or (b) of this Code section who are members of
the Employees’ Retirement System of Georgia
created in Chapter 2 of Title 47 or the Teachers
Retirement System of Georgia created in Chap-
ter 3 of Title 47 can elect to continue member-
ship in the same retirement system in which
such person already is a member in accordance
with applicable laws, rules, and regulations.
All rights, credits, and funds in any such re-
tirement system which are possessed by state
personnel transferred by provisions of this
chapter to the Office of School Readiness, or
otherwise held by persons at the time of em-
ployment with the Office of School Readiness,
are continued and preserved, it being the in-
tention of the General Assembly that such
persons shall not lose any rights, credits, or
funds to which they may be entitled prior to
becoming employees of the Office of School
Readiness, unless such persons fail to elect to
continue membership in the same retirement
system in which such persons already are
members. Once such election is made by such
personnel, the election is irrevocable during
the tenure of employment with the Office of
School Readiness. Except as provided in this
subsection, no employment benefit of any em-
ployee transferring to the Office of School
Readiness shall be impaired.

(g) Funding for functions and positions
transferred to the Office of School Readiness
under this chapter shall be transferred as
provided in Code Section 45-12-90. (Code 1981,
§ 20-1A-5, enacted by Ga. L. 1996, p. 167, § 2.)

Code Commission notes. — Pursuant to Code Section
28-9-5, in 1996, ‘‘subsection (a) or (b)’’ was substituted for
‘‘subsections (a) or (b)’’ in subsection (d) and ‘‘April 15,
1996’’ was substituted for ‘‘the effective date of this chap-
ter’’ in subsection (e).

Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 2001, a comma was
inserted following ‘‘April 15, 1996’’ in subsection (e).

20-1A-6. Applicable rules and regulations
to succeed to office.

The Office of School Readiness shall succeed
to all rules, regulations, policies, procedures,
and administrative orders of the Department
of Education or Department of Human Re-
sources, where applicable, which are in effect
on April 15, 1996, and which relate to the
functions transferred to the department. Such
rules, regulations, policies, and procedures
shall remain in effect until amended, repealed,
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superseded, or nullified by the director. (Code
1981, § 20-1A-6, enacted by Ga. L. 1996, p.
167, § 2.)

20-1A-7. Pre-kindergarten name change
required in publications, posters,
banners, and signs.

On and after July 1, 2002, each newly
printed publication, poster, banner, or sign
created for the pre-kindergarten program by
the Office of School Readiness or a provider of
pre-kindergarten services shall refer to the
program as ‘‘Georgia’s Pre-K Program.’’ (Code
1981, § 20-1A-7, enacted by Ga. L. 2002, p.
1083, § 2.)

Effective date. — This Code section became effective
May 14, 2002.

CHAPTER 2

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
EDUCATION

Article 1

State Board of Education

Sec.
20-2-1. Board created; appointment of members;

powers.
20-2-2. Terms of office of members.
20-2-3. Vacancies on board.
20-2-4. Qualifications and disqualifications of mem-

bers.
20-2-5. Oaths of members; board meetings; chairper-

son.
20-2-5.1. Annual public hearings in congressional dis-

trict from which each State Board of Educa-
tion member appointed.

20-2-5.2. Elections of chairperson and other officers;
term, duties, and authority of chairperson.

20-2-6. Inspection committees.
20-2-7. Where committee meetings may be held.
20-2-8. Travel by members within or outside state.
20-2-9. Per diem allowances and expenses of mem-

bers.
20-2-10. Gifts or compensation to members, appoin-

tees, or their families from publishers prohib-
ited; reporting offers; penalty.

20-2-11. Budgets; supervision of Department of Edu-
cation; funds for state office.

20-2-12. Educational television programs.
20-2-13. Educational research; preparation and publi-

cation of instructional material.
20-2-14. Acceptance of donations, grants, and federal

aid for vocational or other educational pur-
poses; matching funds.

20-2-15. Acceptance of federal and other aid to educa-
tional television.

20-2-16. Acceptance and allotment of federal aid and

Sec.
other funds for school construction; determin-
ing needs; planning financing; building code;
safety inspections and recommendations.

20-2-17. Lease of state property to local school boards.
20-2-18. Continuation of trusts for institutions for

blind and deaf; board to be trustee.
20-2-19. Receipt and review of asbestos management

plans by State Board of Education; disap-
proval of plans; funding; regulation; accredi-
tation; effect on other powers of board.

20-2-20. Regional offices authorized; employees.

Article 2

State School Superintendent

20-2-30. Election; office; forms, blanks, and instruc-
tions for subordinate officials; appeal of deci-
sions to State Board of Education.

20-2-31. Qualifications.
20-2-32. Bond; oath.
20-2-33. Compensation and expenses.
20-2-34. Recommendations to State Board of Educa-

tion; suspension of county school superinten-
dents; appeal.

20-2-35. Duty to visit counties.
20-2-36. Duty in case of misapplication of state funds.
20-2-37. Annual reports by State School Superinten-

dent [Repealed].
20-2-38. Requiring reports from local school officials

[Repealed].

Article 3

Local Boards of Education

20-2-50. County school districts; county board for each
county.

20-2-51. Election of county board members; persons
ineligible to be members or superintendent;
ineligibility for local boards of education; in-
eligibility for other elective offices.

20-2-52. Term of office.
20-2-53. Certifying election or appointment of county

board members.
20-2-54. Resignation of member of county board or

superintendent [Repealed].
20-2-54.1. Procedure for filling vacancies on local

boards.
20-2-55. Per diem, insurance, and expenses of local

board members.
20-2-56. Nonpartisan elections for members of boards

of education.
20-2-57. Organization of county boards; chairperson

and secretary; quorum; record of proceedings.
20-2-58. Regular monthly meeting of local boards;

adjournment; temporary presiding officer; no-
tice of date.

20-2-58.1. ‘‘Immediate family’’ defined; employment of
family members.

20-2-59. Rules.
20-2-60. Consolidation of county schools.
20-2-61. Reorganizing schools and fixing number of

grades at each [Repealed].
20-2-62. Employment of county agents and home dem-

onstration agents to carry on extension work.
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Sec.
20-2-63. Failure to arrange for operation of schools

[Repealed].
20-2-64. Establishment and maintenance of trusts or

funds.
20-2-65. Programs for care and supervision of stu-

dents before school, after school, or during
vacation periods.

20-2-66. School breakfast programs.
20-2-67. Local school system or school subject to cor-

rective action plan for budget deficit; finan-
cial operations form; publication; mailing to
Department of Education and local governing
body.

20-2-68. Information for verification of fund expendi-
ture.

20-2-69. Requirements and procedures for issuing and
awarding high school diplomas to honorably
discharged World War II Veterans.

20-2-70. Requirements and procedures for issuing and
awarding high school diplomas to honorably
discharged Korean Conflict and Vietnam
Conflict veterans.

Article 4

Local School Trustees

20-2-80 and 20-2-81 [Repealed].

Article 4A

Community Involvement in Education

20-2-85. Legislative findings; role of local boards of
education and school councils.

20-2-86. Operation of school councils; training pro-
grams; membership; management; roles and
responsibilities.

Article 5

Local School Superintendents

20-2-100. County school superintendent substituted for
county school commissioner.

20-2-101. Appointment of county school superinten-
dents.

20-2-102. Qualifications of county school superinten-
dents; filing proof of certification; exemptions
[Repealed].

20-2-103. Oath of county school superintendent.
20-2-104. Superintendents’ bonds.
20-2-105. Suspension of county school superintendent;

notice and hearing; appeal [Repealed].
20-2-106. Removal of county school superintendent; no-

tice and hearing; appeal [Repealed].
20-2-107. Filling vacancies in office of county school

superintendent [Repealed].
20-2-108. Certification and classification of local school

superintendents; compensation.
20-2-109. Duties of local school superintendents.
20-2-110. Offices for county school superintendents.
20-2-111. Administration of oaths by county school su-

perintendents and county board members.
20-2-112. Annual reports by county school superinten-

dents to grand jury; inspection of books [Re-
pealed].

Sec.
20-2-113. School systems exempt from article [Re-

pealed].

Article 6

Quality Basic Education

PART 1

SHORT TITLE AND PURPOSE

20-2-130. Short title.
20-2-131. Objectives and purposes of program.
20-2-132. Primary goals of article.
20-2-133. Free public instruction; exceptions; eligibil-

ity; custody of child; notification of local unit
of administration of child’s location; transfer
and utilization of records; funding.

PART 2

COMPETENCIES AND CORE CURRICULUM

20-2-140. State Board of Education to establish compe-
tencies and uniformly sequenced core curric-
ulum.

20-2-141. Review of competencies and core curriculum.
20-2-142. Prescribed courses — Development and dis-

semination of instructional materials on ef-
fect of alcohol.

20-2-143. Sex education and AIDS prevention instruc-
tion; implementation; student exemption.

20-2-144. Mandatory instruction concerning alcohol
and drug use.

20-2-145. Comprehensive character education pro-
gram.

20-2-146. Scholastic Assessment Test preparatory
course; acceptance as elective credit.

20-2-147. Instructional activities focusing on veterans
and the armed forces.

PART 3

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

20-2-150. Eligibility for enrollment.
20-2-151. General and career education programs; pur-

pose; authorized programs.
20-2-151.1. American Sign Language as foreign language

for college preparatory curriculum and for
Carnegie unit elective credits.

20-2-151.2. Driver education course accepted for
Carnegie unit elective credits.

20-2-152. Special education services.
20-2-153. Early intervention program for students at

risk of not reaching or maintaining academic
grade level.

20-2-154. Remedial education program.
20-2-154.1. Alternative education programs; intent; de-

scription; funding.
20-2-155. School climate management program; model

codes of behavior and discipline.
20-2-156. Program for limited-English-proficient stu-

dents.
20-2-157. Uniform reporting system for certain pur-

poses.
20-2-158. Contracts for school psychology services.
20-2-159. Requirements for receiving special education
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Sec.
and related services of students enrolled in
home study programs.

PART 4

FINANCING

20-2-160. Determination of enrollment by institutional
program; determination of funds to be appro-
priated.

20-2-161. Quality Basic Education Formula.
20-2-161.1. Enrollment in postsecondary courses; aca-

demic credit; secondary options grant ac-
count.

20-2-161.2. Youth Apprenticeship Program; policies,
standards, criteria, procedures, and adminis-
trative requirements; pilot projects.

20-2-162. Annual recalculation of amount of funding;
midterm adjustment.

20-2-163. Contract with adjoining local school system
[Repealed].

20-2-164. Local five mill share funds.
20-2-165. Equalization grants; annual calculation; allo-

cation.
20-2-166. State funds; calculation; allotment; distribu-

tion.
20-2-167. Funding for direct instructional, media cen-

ter, and staff development costs; computer-
ized uniform budget and accounting system;
submission of local budget to state board.

20-2-168. Distribution of federal funds; combined pur-
chase of supplies and equipment; minimum
school year; summer school programs; year-
round operation.

20-2-169. Receipt of federal funds for career, occupa-
tional, or technical education.

20-2-170. Authority to withhold payment of bonded
indebtedness from appropriation.

PART 5

PROGRAM WEIGHTS AND FUNDING

REQUIREMENTS

20-2-180. Essential educational resources as basis for
base amount and program weights.

20-2-181. Calculation of program weights to reflect base
school size.

20-2-182. Program weights to reflect funds for payment
of salaries and benefits.

20-2-183. Program weights to reflect funds for mainte-
nance and operation of facilities.

20-2-184. Program weights to reflect funds for media
specialists.

20-2-184.1. Funding for additional days of instruction;
programs for low-performing students.

20-2-185. Program weights to reflect funds for salaries
for assistant principals and secretaries.

20-2-186. Allocation of funds for local systems to pay
beginning salaries of superintendents, secre-
taries, accountants, nurses, and certain other
personnel; eligibility of failing schools for
funds.

20-2-187. State-wide school lunch program; instruction
in nutrition, hygiene, etiquette, and social
graces; school food and nutrition personnel.

Sec.
20-2-188. Student transportation.
20-2-189. Migrant student grants for schools.

PART 6

EMPLOYMENT

Subpart 1

Certificated Professional Personnel

20-2-200. Regulation of certificated professional per-
sonnel by Professional Standards Commis-
sion; certification requirement; consent re-
quired for withdrawal of application for
certification; application fees.

20-2-201. Specific course requirements; in-service or
continuing education.

20-2-202. Life certificates.
20-2-203. Validity period for renewable certificates.
20-2-204. Paraprofessionals and aides.

Subpart 2

Conditions of Employment

20-2-210. Annual performance evaluation.
20-2-211. Annual contract; disqualifying acts; job de-

scriptions; fingerprinting and criminal record
checks.

20-2-212. Salary schedules.
20-2-212.1. Increase in state salary of person selected as

Georgia Teacher of the Year.
20-2-212.2. Salary increase for persons receiving certifi-

cation from National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards; leave for preparation;
state payment of program participation fee;
repayment; reimbursement.

20-2-212.3. Increasing teachers’ salaries in areas of
shortage; criteria for determining shortage.

20-2-213. Career ladder programs.
20-2-213.1. Pay-for-performance for rewarding group ac-

tivity.
20-2-214. Salary schedule for principals; supplements.
20-2-215. ‘‘In loco parentis’’ status of aides and parapro-

fessionals.
20-2-216. Substitute teachers.
20-2-217. Professional and staff development stipends.
20-2-218. Duty-free lunch period; exchange of lunch

period for compensation or other benefit;
length of school day not affected; exemption
for extenuating circumstances; funding.

20-2-219. Payroll deduction services provided by local
units of administration.

20-2-220. Limitations upon decreases in local salary
supplements for school bus drivers and food
service managers or employees.

PART 7

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

20-2-230. Programs.
20-2-231. Georgia Education Leadership Academy.
20-2-232. Development of plan by local school system.

PART 8

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

20-2-240. Powers and duties.
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