
LexisNexis U.S. Serial Set Digital Collection 
Now available to you, one of the most important sources for 
the study of American history, politics, and American society.    

What it offers to you
The U.S. Serial Set is a vast collection of United States  
government publications published in “serial” fashion  
under the directive of Congress. This set is comprised of all 
Congressional reports and documents, as well as executive 
agency and departmental reports ordered to be printed by 
Congress, including:

Congressional Publications
• committee reports
• House and Senate journals
• rules manuals
• numerous investigations, directories, and histories of  

Congress and the Capitol

Executive Branch Publications 
• messages from the President of the United States
• annual administrative reports of departments and agencies
• series publications, e.g., Geological Survey Bulletin
• periodicals, e.g., Monthly Summary of Foreign Commerce
• Department of Commerce and predecessor Department of 

Commerce and Labor reports on foreign commerce
• Department of State commercial relations, commercial 

policy, and foreign relations series
• Smithsonian Institution’s Bureau of Ethnology reports  

and bulletins
• Bureau of Labor and the Bureau of Labor Statistics  

bulletins
• Census Bureau Statistical Abstracts

Miscellaneous Publications
Other important collections within the set defy classification 
by origin. These include a number of volumes containing un-
usual historical data, as well as: hearings; reports; exhibits of 
congressional and executive branch commissions; and  
investigations and inquiries such as studies of wages and 
prices, immigration, woman and child labor, unemployment, 
national security, conduct of war, and civil rights. 

How it benefits you
Using the LexisNexis U.S. Serial Set to find needed  
Congressional-related materials offers countless benefits to 
anyone from the novice user to savvy searcher: 
• Full-text search capability on OCR-generated ASCII text as 

well as searches using a variety of indices
• Web-based access to all material located in the CIS Serial 

Set on microfiche, plus all color and black & white  
illustrations

• Extensive coverage from 1789 to 1969, with more than 
325,000 documents

• PDF images of every document accompanied by rich  
metadata

• Easy to download and control an entire document for  
further analysis

What your search results offer
The results of your search provide a wealth of information 
that, depending on the type of search performed, can include:   

• Metadata (bibliographic data) only
• Links to the PDF document image
• Links to an entire PDF for larger documents, as well as 

smaller increments to facilitate downloading
• A split screen (Adobe Acrobat 6.0 and higher) shows all 

instances of the term searched within the documents.  
Alternatively, you can use the Adobe “Find” feature  
(the binocular icon) to locate a specific term.

• Bookmarks aid navigation by direct click to a desired 
graphic in a document that includes illustrations or maps
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Get Started Today
To access the Serial Set collection, go to 
www.lexisnexis.com/congcomp

There are three main search forms to utilize for Serial Set  
material: Basic, Advanced, and Search By Number. 

Basic
The Basic Search form:
• returns targeted results by searching abstracts, indexing,  

and bibliographic data;
• restricts by date or a Congressional session; 
• offers simple interface; and 
• links to the Advanced Search form.

To add Index Terms to your search: 
1. Select a type from the drop-down menu. Your available 

menu options are based on how you choose to restrict  
your search. Choose from subject terms, geographical terms 
or issuing sources.

2. Find a term or browse for terms and check the boxes for 
the terms you want to add.

3. Click OK – Paste to search to include the terms in your 
Basic form.

4. Terms inserted in the form display with quote marks and 
the OR connector is placed between terms. 

5. Click Search to submit your search.

Advanced
The Advanced Search form, in addition to the steps on the  
Basic Search form, offers you expanded capabilities and  
requires only one search to: 
•  search the documents in full text;
• restrict your search exclusively to Serial Set Maps  

(from Index Terms, optional);
• find Serial Set documents by the author’s name;
• retrieve maps that are indexed to subject terms as opposed 

to those that just mention a term in passing; and
• search by document type, e.g., Annual Report.

Search By Number
The Search By Number form is designed more for those  
who want to:
• find a specific document and search by publication number, 

SuDoc, or CIS accession number; or
• find a specific legislative history by enacted bill number, 

Public Law number, or Statutes at Large citation; or
• browse for publications that reference a specific bill or  

are associated with a specific Public Law.
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To learn more about the U.S. Serial Set, contact your  
LexisNexis Librarian Relations Consultant 

-OR- 

Call LexisNexis® Customer Support at 1-800-543-6862. 


