Title:  Mini-classes to provide basic knowledge 

 

Working now in a law school setting, I noticed that first year students were confused by basic terminology that their legal writing professors were using.  Many students had no idea what a statute was let alone how to locate one.  If their assignments included finding a treatise on point, they had no idea what a treatise was.  So I developed a series of "mini-classes" designed to provide basic knowledge to the first year students so that when the concepts were presented in their classes, they would have some foreknowledge.  I call them "mini-classes" because they are 10-20 minutes in length (attention spans being what they are!).  Classes include "What is a treatise?", "What are legal encyclopedias?", "Locating a case", "Locating a statute", "What is a digest?", "How to Research", "How to translate legal abbreviations", etc.  

 

These classes are presented as PowerPoint presentations so that the students have handouts to take with them.  Those who have taken these mini-classes generally perform very well in their legal writing classes since they have some understanding of what the professors are saying.  This translates into good marketing for the library as we are seen, rightfully so, as a nurturing and helpful part of the students' lives at the law school.
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