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JUDGE HELLERSTEIN {:’” .

Andrew Baum (AB-3783)
FOLEY & LARDNER LLP
90 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10016
Tel: (212) 338-3527

Fax: (212) 687-2329

Attorneys for Plaintiff

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

)
HERMES INTERNATIONAL, a French )
corporation, )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
\ ) CIVIL ACTION NO.
)
THURSDAY FRIDAY INC., a California )
corporation, )
)
Defendant. )
)
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff Hermeés International (“Hermés” or “Plaintiff’), for its Complaint against

Thursday Friday Inc. (“Defendant”), states as follows.

INTRODUCTION

1. Hermes created, manufactures and sells the iconic “Birkin” handbag. Through
enormous sales, publicity and media attention, the appearance of the Birkin Bag has become
immediately recognizable to millions of women. Defendant is selling cotton tote bags which
bear, on each of their surfaces, a color photograph of the corresponding surfaces of what appears

to be a Birkin Bag. Defendant is simply riding on the reputation and recognition of the Birkin
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Bag to sell its otherwise generic tote bags. In so doing, Defendant is creating confusion among

the public and is putting Plaintiff’s reputation at risk.

2. This is an action under federal and state law for trademark infringement, false
designation of origin, unfair competition and dilution by tarnishment. Hermés seeks injunctive
relief, damages, statutory treble damages, costs, an accounting of profits, and attorneys’ fees
based on Defendant’s intentional infringement and related misconduct. Hermés brings these
claims pursuant to 15 U.S.C. §§ 1125(a) and 1125(c), the common law of the State of New York,

and N.Y. Gen. Bus. Law § 360-1.

PARTIES

3. Herm¢s is a French corporation having its principal place of business at 24, rue du
Faubourg, St. Honore 75008 Paris, France. Hermés does business in the United States through
its wholly-owned subsidiary Hermés of Paris, Inc., a New York corporation having its principal

office at 55 East 59™ Street, New York, New York 10022.

4. Upon information and belief, Thursday Friday Inc. is a California corporation
having its principal place of business at 2672 S. La Cienega Blvd., Los Angeles, California
90034, and is doing business on a systematic and regular basis within the State of New York

through its interactive website located at www.thufri.com.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

5. This Court has original jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 15 U.S.C.§ 1121.
This court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338, as questions
of federal law have been presented under 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a). This Court has supplemental

jurisdiction over Plaintiff’s state law claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367.

NYC_1079178.1



Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1 Filed 01/28/11 Page 3 of 12

6. This Court has in personam jurisdiction over Defendant pursuant to N.Y.C.P.L.R.
§§ 302(a)(1) and (2) in that, upon information and belief, Defendant, by itself or through its
agents, regularly solicits, transacts, and engages in business in New York, and has committed

tortuous acts in New York, including this jurisdiction.

7. Venue is appropriate in this Court over Defendant pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
§ 1391(b) because it is a corporation over whom this Court has personal jurisdiction, and

therefore resides here, and because a substantial part of the claims arose in this district.

FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS
Plaintiff and the Birkin Bag

8. Continuously since long prior to the acts of Defendant alleged herein, Plaintiff has
been renowned throughout the world and in the United States for its high quality goods and
services in the fields of leather goods, wearing apparel, fragrances, fashion accessories and home

furnishings.

0. Plaintiff’s original business was the production of elegant, custom made, high
quality harmnesses for horses. During the nineteenth century, Plaintiff’s harness business
expanded to saddlery and other related horseback riding equipment. During the twentieth
century, Plaintiff expanded its business further to include hand made handbags, personal leather
goods, and wearing apparel of the highest quality. Throughout its history, Plaintiff has
maintained its reputation for the manufacture of goods of the highest quality, without
compromise. Unlike some other so-called luxury goods manufacturers, Plaintiff does not license
its trademarks for use on goods made by others, and all of its leather goods are made within

Plaintiff’s own factories and workrooms.
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10. Continuously since at least as early as 1986, Plaintiff has manufactured and sold,
within the United states and in other countries, a handbag which has become known as the Birkin
Bag. The Birkin Bag is named after the actress and singer Jane Birkin, and was created out of a
chance meeting between Ms. Birkin and Jean-Louis Dumas, then chairman of Hermeés. M.

Dumas remodeled a capacious tapestry bag to suit Ms. Birkin’s needs.

11. The Birkin Bag has a distinctive design that is characterized by, inter alia, (a) a
distinctive three lobed flap design with keyhole shaped notches to fit around the base of the
handle, (b) a dimpled triangular profile, (c) a closure which consists of two thin, horizontal straps
with metal plates at their end that fit over a circular turn lock, and (e) a padlock, which
sometimes is placed within the turn lock and is sometimes placed at the end of a leather fob. A

photograph of a Birkin Bag is attached as Exhibit A.

12. The closure of the Birkin Bag itself has become so recognizable and distinctive
that it is the subject of U.S. Trademark Registration No. 1,806,107 which registration is in full
force and effect and is incontestable. A copy of the Certificate of Registration for this Birkin

closure is attached as Exhibit B.

13. Each Birkin Bag is handcrafted from the finest leather by an experienced artisan
or artisans. A single such handbag requires between sixteen and nineteen hours of labor to
create. Because of the intensive labor and craftsmanship involved in creating Birkin Bags, they
are very expensive. Prices start at about $6,000, and some models are more expensive.
Nevertheless, there is a waiting list to obtain such bags. Currently, a customer must wait at least

eighteen months to obtain a Birkin Bag from one of Plaintiff’s stores in the United States.
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14. During the period 2002 to 2008 inclusive, Plaintiff sold more than thirty thousand

Birkin Bags in the United States, representing total revenue in excess of $200 million.

15. Despite the high price and exclusivity of the Birkin Bag, its design has become
enormously identifiable and well recognized among the general public, primarily due to the
considerable attention given by the fashion press and general media. Indeed, photo spreads
incorporating the Birkin Bag are a staple of fashion magazines. Attached as Exhibit C are
samples of such publicity from publications with nationwide circulations such as Allure, Bazaar,

Vogue, Vanity Fair, Style and People ranging in date from 1998 through 20009.

16. The Birkin Bag, and the desire to own one, became so well known that it became
a key plot element in an episode of the HBO series Sex and the City. Attached as Exhibit D is a
synopsis of the episode, in which a Birkin Bag is prominently displayed. The Birkin Bag has
also been featured in episodes of television shows such as Gilmore Girls, Will and Grace and

Gossip Girls.

17. Further evidence of the widespread fame of the Birkin Bag, and the urgent desire
of many women to own it, is a book entitled Bringing Home the Birkin. This book describes
author Michael Tonello’s business venture buying and selling Plaintiff’s luxury products,
primarily Birkin Bags, at premium prices in order to satisfy customer demands. The cover of the
book emulates the distinctive flap of the Birkin bag and the outer jacket includes a rendering of
the entire Birkin Bag. See Exhibit E. The Birkin Bag was featured prominently in materials and
events in connection with Bringing Home the Birkin, including a book review in The New York
Times and a segment on CBS’s The Early Show. Copies of materials related to publicity over

Bringing Home the Birkin are attached as Exhibit F.
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18. The Birkin Bag does not bear any visible word trademark on its exterior or on any
hang tags sold with it. As a result of this, and as a result of the enormous sales, extensive
advertising and promotion and ubiquitous publicity and attention in the press and media, the
design of the Birkin Bag has acquired secondary meaning and has become a famous trademark

(the “Birkin Bag Trademark”), associated exclusively with Plaintiff.

19. Plaintiff’s rights in the design of the Birkin Bag have been judicially tested and
approved by cases such as Hermes International et al. v. Lederer de Paris, Inc. and Pelle Via
Roma, Inc., 98 Civ. 2820 (SAS), in which two separate juries found that the design of the Birkin

Bag had acquired distinctiveness and was infringed by a knockoff bag.

Defendant’s Acts

20. Upon information and belief, Defendant is a recently formed corporation whose

principals have no prior experience in the handbag industry.

21. Defendant recently began offering for sale and selling, through its fully interactive

website located at www.thufri.com, a cotton canvas tote bag called the Together Bag. The
Together Bag contains, on each of its five exterior surfaces (front, back, sides and bottom) a
photograph of the corresponding sides of what appears to be a genuine Birkin Bag. Photographs

of the Together Bag are attached hereto as Exhibit G.

22.  Defendant’s website includes the ability to order products directly from the
website, and payment for the goods may be made through the website. Upon information and
belief, Defendant has sold the Together Bag through this website to persons within the State of

New York, including this juridical district.
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23.  Defendant’s affixation of the photographs of what is apparently a Birkin Bag to
its cotton tote bags, and the advertising and sale thereof, is likely to create confusion, mistake or
deception, in that persons will believe that the bag is either sold by Plaintiff or has been licensed,

sponsored or endorsed by Plaintiff.

24, By its actions alleged herein, Defendant is seeking to take unfair advantage of the
fame and reputation of the Birkin Bag, and by leading people to believe that Plaintiff has
engaged in the licensing of the image of its bag in connection with inexpensive goods, is

tarnishing Plaintiff’s reputation for quality and commercial integrity.

25. Defendant’s acts alleged herein were undertaken willfully and with the purpose of

confusing the public and unfairly exploiting the wide fame and reputation of Plaintiff and the

Birkin Bag.
COUNT ONE
(False Designation of Origin — 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A))
26. Hermes repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1-25 of its

Complaint as if set forth herein.

27. The Birkin Bag Trademark has acquired a secondary meaning and has become
identified by consumers as associated with Hermés exclusively. The design of the Birkin Bag is

not functional.

28. Defendant’s advertising and sale of tote bags bearing a photographic production
of what appears to be a genuine Birkin Bag on its exterior surfaces is likely to cause confusion,

mistake, or deception as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of Defendant’s bag. Defendant’s
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use of these photographs is likely to cause consumers to believe that Defendant’s bags originate,
and/or is licensed by or otherwise authorized by Hermés. Defendant’s actions therefore

constitute common-law trademark infringement and false designation of origin under the

Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A).

29. Upon information and belief, Defendant has undertaken these acts with the

express intent to confuse, mislead, or deceive the public as to the origin of Defendant’s products.

30.  As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s actions, Hermés and the public
have been and will continue to be irreparably damaged unless Defendant is enjoined by this

Court from advertising and selling its infringing tote bag.

31. Hermes has no adequate remedy at law.

COUNT TWO
(Federal Trademark Infringement -- 15 U.S.C. § 1114)

32. Hermes repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1-31 of its

Complaint as if set forth herein.

33.  Byits actions, Defendant has infringed Plaintiff’s registered trademark, the Birkin

Closure, set forth in U.S. Reg. No. 1,806,107, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1114,

34. By affixing to its tote bags photographs of what appears to be a Birkin Bag,
including the Birkin Closure registered trademark, Defendant expressly intends to confuse,

mislead or deceive the public as to the origin of Defendant’s products.

NYC_1079178.1



Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1 Filed 01/28/11 Page 9 of 12

35.  As adirect and proximate result of Defendant’s actions, Hermés and the public
have been and will continue to be irreparably damaged unless Defendant is enjoined by this

Court from advertising and selling its infringing tote bag.

36. Hermes has no adequate remedy at law.

COUNT THREE
(New York Common Law Trademark Infringement and Unfair Competition)

37. Hermes repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 36

of its Complaint as if set forth herein.

38.  Defendant’s actions constitute trademark infringement and unfair competition

under the common law of New York.

39. Upon information and belief, Defendant has undertaken these acts with the

express intent to confuse, mislead, or deceive the public as to the origin of Defendant’s products.

40. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s actions, Hermés and the public
have been and will continue to be irreparably damaged unless Defendant is enjoined by this

Court from advertising and selling its infringing tote bag.

41. Hermeés has no adequate remedy at law.

COUNT FOUR
(Dilution — 15 U.S.C. § 1125(c))

42. Hermes repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 41

of its Complaint as if set forth herein.

NYC_1079178.1



Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1 Filed 01/28/11 Page 10 of 12

43, Plaintiff’s Birkin Bag Trademark is a famous trademark.

44. By affixing a photograph of what appears to be a genuine Plaintiff’s Birkin Bag to
its inexpensive tote bag, Defendant is likely to create dilution of Plaintiff’s famous trademark by
tarnishment, by associating Plaintiff’s fine goods with Defendant’s inexpensive, lower quality
products and by creating the false impression that Plaintiff has given in to the temptation to

license its famous trademark for mass market goods.

45, As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s actions, Hermeés has been and will
continue to be irreparably damaged unless Defendant is enjoined by this Court from advertising

and selling its infringing tote bag.
46. Hermes has no adequate remedy at law.

COUNT FIVE
(Dilution Under New York General Business Law Section 360-])

47. Hermés repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 46

of its Complaint as if set forth herein.

48. By its acts alleged herein, Defendant is creating a likelihood of injury to the
business reputation of Hermes, in violation of the New York Anti-dilution Act, N.Y. Gen. Bus.

Law § 360-1.

49.  As adirect and proximate result of Defendant’s actions, Hermeés has been and will
continue to be irreparably damaged unless Defendant is enjoined by this Court from advertising

and selling its infringing tote bag.

50. Hermés has no adequate remedy at law.

10
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment that:

NYC_1079178.1

a.

Defendant, its officers, agents, servants, employees, attorneys, and all persons
acting in active concert with them, be enjoined during the pendency of this action,
and thereafter permanently enjoined and restrained from using any photographs or
reproductions of Plaintiff’s Birkin Bag, or any substantially identical bag, on or in
connection with the advertising, promotion, importation, offering for sale or sale

of tote bags or handbags of any kind,

Defendant be ordered to deliver up for destruction any and all inventory,
packaging, labels, advertising, or sales promotional materials, and all prints,
mechanicals, plates, or means used to reproduce the labels and packaging bearing
any reproduction of Plaintiff’s Birkin Bag and/or any designs confusingly similar

to Plaintiff’s Birkin Bag;

Defendant be required to account for and pay over to Plaintiff all damages
sustained by Plaintiff and all profits realized by Defendant by reason of its

unlawful acts alleged herein;

All damages awarded to Plaintiff under Count I be trebled, pursuant to 15 U.S.C.

§1117;

Defendant be required to pay to Plaintiff all of Plaintiff’s costs, disbursements,

and attorneys’ fees in this action, as provided by law, including 15 U.S.C. § 1117;

11
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Dated: January@T, 2011 FO
New York, New York

Exhibit A:
Exhibit B:
Exhibit C:
Exhibit D:
Exhibit E:
Exhibit F:

Exhibit G:

NYC_1079178.1

Defendant be required to file with the Court and serve upon Plaintiff’s counsel
within thirty (30) days after entry of any injunctive relief herein a written report
under oath setting forth in detail the manner and form in which Defendant has

complied with the requirements of the aforementioned orders; and

Plaintiff have such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and

equitable.

& LARDNXER LLP

By:

Andrew Baum

90 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10016
Tel: (212) 338-3527

Fax: (212) 687-2329

Attorneys for Plaintiff

EXHIBIT LIST
Photograph of Plaintiff’s Birkin Bag
Certificate of Registration for U.S. Reg. No. 1,806,107
Magazine photo spreads showing Birkin Bag
Synopsis of “Sex and the City” episode involving Birkin Bag
Cover of Bringing Home the Birkin
Publicity on Bringing Home the Birkin

Photographs of Defendant’s “Together Bag”
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Int. Cl.: 18
Prior US. CL: 3

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Page 2 of 2

Reg. No. 1,806,107
Registered Nov. 23, 1993

TRADEMARK
PRINCIPAL REGISTER

N o
ot
~3

HERMES GESTION, INC. (DELAWARE COR-
PORATION)

1409 FOULK ROAD, SUITE 102

P.O. BOX 7108

WILMINGTON, DE 19803

FOR: LEATHER HANDBAGS, IN CLASS 18
(U.S. CL. 3).

FIRST USE

1-1-1972;
1-1-1972.

IN COMMERCE

THE MARK CONSISTS OF A RECTANGU-
LAR DESIGN ATTACHED TO THE FLAP OF
A HANDBAG AND THE DOTTED LINE AP-
PEARING ON THE DRAWING IS NOT A PART
OF THE MARK AND SERVES ONLY TO SHOW
THE POSITION OF THE MARK.

SEC. 2(F).

SER. NO. 74-336,038, FILED 12-2-1992.
DAVID CHO, EXAMINING ATTORNEY



Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1-3  Filed 01/28/11 Page 1 of 14

EXHIBIT C
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20)

What treats and treasures deserve a
place on your most-wanted list for 2008?
We have some dandy suggestions.

1. HAUTE HANDBAG

Get in line now for the Hermes Bivkin
bag—you may be there for a while.
Named in 1984 for actress Jane Birkin,
this prized accessory (at left, in vialet
eraeodile, $27,400) has topped the fash-
fon charts for so loog
that it's redefined our
concept of what fashion-
able means. From se-
lecting the exotic skins
to hunderafting the end
result. each bag typi-
cally takes between six
moriths and two years to
make. Worth the wait?
Stylish women the world
over think so. 800-+41-
4488; hermes.com.

3. AN ETHEREAL
GARDEN

Hire in-demand British landscape designer
‘Tom Stuart-Smithand fill yourbeds not with
traditional cottage-garden flowers but with
massesof lovingly selected, artisticallyplaced
plants, This winner of several Chelsea Flower
Show awards, whose wark hag been commis-
sioned by Karl Lagerfeld for Chanel, the Earl
of March and Her Majesty the Queen, will
wow you. Prices on request. 0li-44-307-253-
2100; www.tometuartamith.co.uk.

TOWN & COUNTRY

Page 2 of 14

OBJECTS OF
DESIRE

2. PRECIOUS PERFUME
Douse yourself if you dare, biit at
$2,350 an ounce, perhaps a discreet
little dab of the fragrance called No. 1
had better do. This

exquisite floral-

oriental composition .
is reminiscent of the v, s
days when Queen Vic- -
toria granted the Eng-
lish perfumery that

is now Cliva Christian .
the right touse her
crown’s likenesson
the bottle stopper. A
diamond embellishes
the lead-crystal
flacon. At Bergdorf
Goodman, NYC, 800-
558-1855; clive.com.

[
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TOWN AND COUNTRY — JANUARY 2008
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Even sexieris what’s underneath When in doubt, let Tory Burch be your guide
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o
Grabbed Bags

From a GG'd clutch 10 an FF'd baguette, most accessories of the momient change with
the Wind. But some handbags wesather any storm, surviving on their own merit: Louis
Vuitton's accessories pouch can hold a fullsize wallet and cell phone et double as an
evening bag. Others earn & following through careful planning: Prada’s bowling bag was
given 1o fashion editors at the spring runway show, Some bags are simply so coal, ther
appeal cannot be explaned. Of her denim-andeather Hermes Birkin bag, Kate Mass
admits, “l love it because | love it. | fove it because it's genius.” —MiCHELLE MaaUIRE

wmw

‘ ik Ao
,mwm«.&m

Stink Tank

itis a dirty Job. but somebody’s geito do n—test deodorant. that is: So when Unliever
fatroducss 3 mew one—most recently, Bove At-erspirant—it fefies anwhst miight be
called its Armpit Cams.of Engireers, “We've niever been able to replicste the human
nose,” =apigins ludy Rakin, dinlcgl science manager for Unllevet. “1ts the most
sensilive ‘nstiwment outthers.” The roops are dlvded into sniffers, sweaters, ano—ior
Idckior a battar wora—asfinkers Tne sweaters testwelness by spending 80 nurines m g
£00-degres saune with mpisture-coliecting pads under thelr anns. Stinkers test odor
&far a wesk without deodormnt. Once they' ve ashieved o sultadle level of gaminess, the
stinkers nave their pits judgen by the srilffers. The stinkers then startwearing
agogurant, chetking back te-sge hisw well the prodigt is working. Moat stinkers
Welcoma Ine Gesgarait with open-grmpits. Yo walk into tnat joom and Ii's pretty
stinky Rahn.acknowieoges, *Wa're hagny 16 gel them veated.” —LupsY AN BELOER

For photugraphers croons aito dotatls. sea Credhs paga

90 ALLURE MARCH 2000
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69¢

Chic thrills: Medicine is 2 retreat for me. It's my own territory and
gives me 3 sense of what's important. When you're weaning scrubs
all day, dressing up to go put becomes sort of a thrill

Food for thought: JG Melon [where photagraph was taken)
represents wonderful memories for me: many Sundays of
hamburgers and french fries. It's been a constant in my life.

Tepovyoy L BT OGe T 0T

. N ty .
Parly pass: There are a ot of party invitations cruising aruund these
days. But the greatest tuxury is {o be invited to someone’s house ‘or
dinner. It's my favorite thing to do.
Wired woman: The Internet offers great possibilities. | go online for
information or to erder dinner from Joe s Stone Crab In Florida.

—p e R I v e e s

Dress code: | like to come across as someone who's confident,
accomplished, and happy. If you take your style too seriously, s &
ceflection at Who you are.

Split personality: I'm s mom by day and completely change gears at
night. That’s the essence of 2 typical busy New Yorker. We spert two
and @ half weeks in Argentina’s pampas, and | thought, It's pretty
seary | have to go this far to get away.



Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1-3 Filed 01/28/11 Page 7 of 14

5205, € o

x»n wittls ¢85l .u
BathyRy wa{a, meoot 533

Pmdt -Mlu znq «ith

Shomit
Snﬂ Mmrdg-m Bt

Especiall for Whether it's
th P tel or pa
with cléssm tann w' F{ $ (2 ap glK Ef)
warm-wea er favorite
is the Cf

way to go. By gxchard Sinnoft



mnm
ks G, O
funﬂlwrmnnfuv
b By
s
et st
franbondo 300

it B 2 oW,

BET ARG o)
rads MEnne
Far righi: Hevsr«
ik A
=chrr G Q50

st Fatal
Gﬁzgu Arman
1O QLIS HENS
She ey (U e

Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1-3  Filed 01/28/11 Page 8 of 14

OFDE i E
DST E




Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1-3  Filed 01/28/11 Page 9 of 14

Tote Couisrse _
DT e P Tefamn ot ne o miter. a0 the eny
it o Vodvie an ke DB WAL R .m,gooasrmhngupw
Yo wi 'nsu-:nrnw Meme 1o peoniese Jane Bifon her straw
: .%CEU&:«-JQ\M" T v | ous Cuice wien ha sal next to her on an
1E1L|uu-E Eiasdy Py o mmdgmmm . fr -.*o.‘m i lr.mhaﬂwtodflamwine(ams‘
i am b K. ) sl - o . T UIE

CYYe e



Case 1:11-cv-00580-AKH Document 1-3  Filed 01/28/11 Page 10 of 14

FEBRUARY 2000

B : oo merse oo voeocron- oo ol

|  Spring: 2000 coﬂechom—#he
1 [ mm millennium-—mark awe:]-
U e iy iocfion in.g

‘mgds th ulfimeie:skoobldym
nxavaylhmg, from»suﬂsf o

Jhotara pmrad Co

mekirlg qngof
T{\Q .



Page 11 of 14

| ~

Case : 1-cv-00580-AKH Document 1-3  Filed 01/28/11

. T‘ 2 . ’g ‘ - - ' .. " ‘, ‘..' "' 3 DH‘“\)'\\ ‘{_2 _._jl‘f':'_._h: .
Wallis, Duchess of Windsor, Constance craving: Herper's Sazaar editordal  Riding high: Hermés' equestrian chic in Bazagy, alook Jean Paul Gaultier paid
with 8 croc Hal & Courroles  featuring @ feather-anc-linen Constancabag  homags to with his first cotiection for thé Rouse nearly two decades later

I > i TN

_ ’ “2
4N
Another witty take on the

g Linda Evangelista with her Jean For his nmway debut, Jean Peul Gauitibr shortened the helght
Hermbs scarf in Bazadr

Paul Gaultier-custornzed Birkin  of the Birkin to create this luxe, must-have carryall,

TR, - s .

introduced: 1930 TN A Introduced: 1984

Famous fans: introduced: 1860s. ] Famous fans: Jane

Catherine Deneuve Famous tans: Suzanne Bakin (tar;laff, Demi

(teft), Carla Sozzani. Saperstein (eft). \ 3 Liu,

Most-wanted style: Most-wanted style: i Naomi Campbeil.

The often-copled bag The closest thing to | Most-wanted style:

is best in the pared- alogo bag by Hermés, The smallest size—

down, throw-over- Constance lias 25 om, like Moore's black

youramm, 27-¢m aize; bold hardware that ~version—is causing a

M .go.for a luxe skin. looks best with ladylike frenzy. At vintage ang

Due'to their mnewed Eas_gg‘@ueaukepa}e consignment stores,

popularity, early-"80s pink‘and green, getting your hands on

Plumes are thie hottest Blacl versions from alBirkin in the bright

on the vintage market. tie bag's earty days blue denim color would

A leather one costs of production are bamwm.cfwn.

about $2000; the in demand at vintage prices soar above retail,

coveted croc stores and” and bags in basic
between $8000 cost around \, leather can cost
and $8000. $2000. y close to $8000.
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Sheepshin cushian.
' fom£329, atimerions
éks Besaw, Sereiusimie
*fce cream, by
Guserfain, £428

ude; the delitious scent of a Dyptique
adle &ivichis affoom. The cofnoisseur
xd not opt for a Kdly 10 undersutnd the
wall buteffective luxuries n life.

But, inevitably, one griduates to Lhe hard
uff. On2 day, noi ldig ago, m§ bank
Lolint sttyed ﬁl;\uk for longer than usual
ofyi_beckoned, Onee you have the where-
ithal, you" develop 5 blunket approach to
1e wholeenterprise - dnything by Yohji
amimold would db. The £900 skirt was
ixuriating in the downsthirs depuriment
t Joseph in Brompion Cross, hianging 2i-ply cshmere

Ll

ravecatively on u shiny aluminium hanger. swrester, £850, 1
or e firstime; 11, wus no longer utterly Canmolly. Above
it of bounds. | could own this skift! It rizht, pashmina
o(lld be«v‘ﬂ‘ine, hdnglﬁg _in my Wa[dmbe\ U;".U.'.'.S' £4S5 each,
utting all the legser labels and cheuper at Polo Ralph Lanren.
ibrics wshame ltke 0 magnum of cham- Beiow, ustrich
agne in fridge full of ¥émonuade. | Grinboy

| peélid the skirt from its hanger and ivom £4.300,
ingerly held itagainst my chest as [ headed of Hirmoe -
srthe chunging cubicle. My heartsang On /

sent the skirt and... Damnation take it.
“he glorious.skirt, apple of my eye, label of
1y dreams for a decade, was not for me
1 was. as it turned out. for my friend
suzannah) No matter. | still Rave & bottle
of issimu Midnight Secret in my Fendi
saguette hag ‘And:1 huve my eye on.a very
sood-lsoking lelther jacket (soft, soft, soft)
r¥ing odt for attention at Gueci, E
Viimi Spenvér is fushioy editor of the
Evening Sundurd”

‘or stockists, see Vogue Ir}lbrmuﬂon
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SIT competition from Prada, Gucki, and now Dios. The clanic
Clamd kg, som= wonld evgue, fellout of Eavoe in e early rinesies,
when stes moved sway from label love and toward grunge (dtat
was precisely when Miocii Pradh's uliipatyis ajfon bags bit the
headines), Ouhers might add that Lagesfeld's éffrts 16 moderiie
izn thd foom caly served (o devalue i: With his miulated forms of
the Chanel bag attached to 3 gonier in oie memorable 1991

show—he had, sepordmg to oné puridst, thebigoutof  first resdly to-wear collection srrives in stores this fdl.
caistence a5 2 senous go- Ab, but here’s the rud
eessory.” Anothet Keson: e g {and another nots 10 jot
'your cash cow, downshorid you be think-.
What's clear 1y that- {ng about entéring the hos-
thereis no love lost be- bag game). Americans
tween Dior and Chiane) won't be able to buy Ja-
overbagy, a foud that cobe’s {lrst designs for Vs
{ When the Lady tom, including his retakes
Dior Hegari o eat iiio an on the bags, uniessthey
ares Cheosl once dom- book a ticket to Pasis or
nated, Lasachmg 20 in-. Londen. “It might,” re-
cendiary mio the arena, ports e benovolent Jean-
Cirkva 13 no1 averss o Mare Loubier, worldwide

pomtngup the cmilanses wmarkeling and of
berween the bags. “Lally cationf duectarai Vaition,
Dior,” she says, “was “be availaie in eight o 1en
hesvily anspired by of curitores by thsend of
Chane! You only havé to the yexr ™ Mighi Thigista-
look at ii 1o see theRinn: sep , of cdurse;
Insities. Dior clearly vant- don’i let them atit, aud’
ed o creats their owa ver dhe) Tl g6 ik for . Exclu-
thive 15 asume it was part Wainng iists Dep-fed
of their surarepy.” stock Thea are thevstih.
Avotler part of the wondsof modsm 'uxiry re-
-tnda key m the Muggwmw
bot “wersely When you consider
In 994 and thé enofteous sims spem
1995, Dior rakid back s on advertmmg, if 8 prodisd.
andthe is overhyped or ovorex<

quality of logo-beaAiing saley
mhpamddtet Jl::mﬂ!lh::nnf
maticaly, Now you con eanrwhile, the market
buyarfogrla‘ jos tie ! - l?ﬁﬂunnp‘&nﬂ:uﬂu
even if you wahit one. b & . TISAr SA1UIALIDN pOIDL.
mﬁh&;&hndq‘wnm CHiS"

Jﬁ‘wmum boctiqued, or cull (00} £41.4483 15 move iformation Delel, soe » Thks ‘sos... ﬂwm»:\ub
lmw%@rma"uzﬁmmamw trgras of s new bag line. Bolisgs Vénets kas kivéd s nw creatrve
sofied; were bumped ¢ 1 of producii:qualiiywas  team m Milan W injestfomettitng sasay wato demgn. Raiph
bumiped up; snd ilre design dismends (bamboo kandles, double  Lauren, has snapped up talem from Mark Crost to

gﬁm‘mmmﬁawsmu&a
1l anyone knows the formula for a hot bag. 11's Ford. His take
ket o s by ool v ot o e,
# you L 115 allabout X -
Exin, inish, fabiic, batance. If all that 5 pleasing 1t ol &4, More
than tha, it’s ltke you gotti have it or you™ll dié A bag, ifyou
think shout 1do, alai—hzs alife of isown It st is, where-
us clothing is noihing without a body nade, ” Aad how impar-
want s the label? “Yeuh,” shrugs Ford. it hetps il'you can rec-
ognize that it's Guoet™

Otmi;\daalg‘nl&emwg&@ewnm
s sefling fas: 0 e Back of & buxx; iLis the swiftesl, neatest way
0 buy into the Dior dream. Neediess to say. BernsedArasuht
has boen walching the boor-bag markes closety, and the signs

put his bags on the miap, and even Jean Paul Gauttier has immihed
an aceessorits lins, complete with branded crocodile handbags

retailing for S620.
isev'ol““ hummgnm'wn@mm
vipg away (rom ihe ont-push bag and towstd A brogder
ing one with nylon haridiés and a Velero festaning. Gueel haszew
crad hot new shapes to qumpet: “When s company’sin oblivien,”
says Ferd, “you jusi do one thing aud really push it. Nove asa re-
flection of the B of the compaty, we have moee choe. Forsprmg.
there’s ilie Ruler bag: then there's the crocodite fisp bag (hai's
more porth-soath than cknwes, and the red croc bag-J love that
one. . . . People say you need to bity only one cashmizze swealer
and it will la for 20 ygars, § sy, Who wants to wear the ssme

sweater for iwo
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HBO: Sex and the City: Episode Guide: Summary: Season 4: Episode 59 Page 1 of 2

e —

. sl X .
A SERTES | MOVIES | SPORTS | DOCUMENTARIES | HBO FZLMS | SCHEDULE | ON DEMAND | SHOP HBO

- ¢ Home ¥ Shing Back F'News anc
- - b Episode Guide & The Look ¢ Games
Catch Encores on HBO on Demand bCastand Crew  bGuide'Ta NY 3 HBO Mob

b Community b Scrapbook % Shop Sex

Summary - Select a

Season 1 Epjsodes
Season 2 Episodes
Season 3 Episodes

Season 4 Episodes

49 ThelAgony and the 'Ex'~
50 The Real Me

51 Deflping Moments

52 What's Sex Got to Do W
53 Ghost Town

. 54 Baby, Talk is Cheap

55 Tigne and Punishment
56 My Mothefboard, My Sel

L} ImEvionns (1)(2)(3)(4)(5)(8) Qiar E 57 Sex and thexCountry
58 Belles of the Balls
ERPISODE 39 "Coulda, Woulda, Shoulda" 59 Coulda, Woulda, Should:

60 Just-Say Yes

81 The Good Fight
82 All That Glitters...
63 Change ~fa Brass

) ) ‘ 64 Ring a Ding Ding
“If it's 50 hard to get pregnant how do yol account for the number of crying

children on pl~nes?* - Samantha 65 A 'Vague' Idea

Directed by: David Frankel 66 1 Heart NY

Written by: Jenny Bicks
Seasan 5 Episodes

Synopsis

Miranda tells Garne that she's pregnant from having unprotected 3ex w'th Steve Season 6 Episodes

and his ope ball. Miranda doesn't want the baby and doesn't want to tell Steve,

Charlotte, however: can't seem to get pregnant no matter what bedroom

technigies she tries When she finds out‘)that,Mnranda is pregpapnt and is going to

havé an abortion, she's so upsetshe stafnsiaway. Carrie‘and Samantha admit Inside Sex and the !
that they've both had abartions - Cafrie after a oneyught.stand with a waiter in

the '80s. Carrie talls AldzT} about M'randa and swears him to secrecy. Aldan is Sign up for “The Dfsh®,
appalled that Miranda isn't going to tel Steve. Carre llag to Aidan about having the offictal Sex and the City

had an abortion herseif.

email address | subm

Samantha has lunch with Lucy Liu, hoping to regresant her. They hit it off and

http://www.hbo.com/city/episode/seasond/episode59.shtmi 11/24/2008
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fucy telis Samantha that:she refuses to be lied to. Samantha also has her eye on
the coveted Hermes red "Birkin® handbag Unfortunately, there's a1 ete;pally lang
walting hst, so Samantha uses Lucy Liu's stévpower to score a bag, When Lucy”
shows up at, thelr pe),(riluncﬁ carrying the "fre=" bag, Samahtha tells her It's
actualty for herself. Lucy Is furlous, fires-Samantha and walks off with the bagd.

Charlotte sees a Fertility doctor apd finds out that she has only a 15 percent )
chance of concelving naturally, She bumps Thto Mirapda on the stret, telfs her the
news and walks away from thé unhdpplly pregiiant Miranda. Carrie accompa-'es Leather Pa
Mirands to have her abortion. While thay're waiting Miranda becomes increasingly Bag
worried that she's not making the nght declsion. She wandars if this Is Her only Shop now o
chance to have.a baby. She decides to :k'gep the baby and the girls, Including NYCl
Charlrtte, gather aralind her ard Support Ker darisipn.

Caryie returns to the restalirant where she had met Chad, the waitar wha had
gotten her pregnant years ago. He's still there and doesn't remember Carrie, She
realizes she mage,the right decisiory apd leaves Carrie degides ta he honestand
admits to Aidan that'she had an abortion when shie was 22. She was wgrried that
he would criticize her, but Aidan is non-judgefhental,

Discuss this episode in the Sex dnd the City Buillstin Board.

HBO INFD JOBS AT HBO CONTACT US TAKE CONTROL  SITE INDEX SCHEDULE PDF  REGISTER/SIGN

> Privacy Policy > Terms of Use

© 2008 Home Box Office, Inc. Al| Rights Reserved.
This website 5 intended for viewing solely in the United States T-us website may contain aduit content.

http://www hbo.com/city/episode/seasond/episode59.shtml 11/24/2008
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Bag Man
@n the trail of the elusive Birkin.

E end of thieworld justinched a lit-
e nearer: aneBayselierW%-
Nom:; ‘handbag, For those nat

t W
ferniliar with the Birkin bag — maadeby
- t?e Jatie h-muﬁfme

or;

e %‘*ﬁ*&%i”‘gm%mm
chanteuse struggling with her vagabond-
veiging-ow-catdady straw purse on 2

GING HOME-THE RIRKIN.
Life in Hot Pursuit of ths World's
Most Covetied Handbeg.

g.;fmget it doesn’t matter, Wﬁ%
t get one anyway. other ho
walks in off the streett%yd*‘ﬁks for a Bir-
kin is politély told thereis a-two.to-three-
?rear waitmgl!st.Eh, and the -level
eather morat costs about $7:500, with a
crocsdile-and-diamond version ‘topping
outat §150,000.

These days, Americans versed in pop
wm»*wwdmewmnbm
tirrned away arthe Paris Hermds store —
know about Birkins. And for: a woman of.a
gertain class anywhere in the-world, car-
rying one 15 the quickest why 1o telegraph
to other women, “I win* Antl s0 somse of
themw}doorpnyjustaboutmymm

Atthemrtof“nnngm Home the
thm“mmmw:haetmgg
Provineetuwn,

péarty bay in Mass., W]
goem@m_ lmmBuﬂnnaFam
the worid asa hair gnd

Weary of tray:
malkeup artistfor co hedecides
to move to Barcelona after working on an
1BM sbﬁbt i mé £ity. A job magically
én vanishes, and Tonello
ir lease, np

wﬁhaﬂva-
wogcm
esxgnerdothes.ﬁe

closets

vas upapwﬂtujarczeak“wthta
gla,” he writes. B:nhis{atherremmdshim
ofﬁstmeimemrepmneurialg}udc.@
calling how, as d teensager, Michzél made
maiiéy for s Prench cluss trip hy sel-
mgsandmmesatﬂuucuungydﬁbmn
awmmgsam 45T
sumeitsomedmesdm.mmelomof
cashmere: rearranging hjs sweatets for
the *800th time,”* nammﬁ“vsno:ac-
malhrtlmdoldm He Jists a Ralph

Laymen searf on eBay, bought atan ¢

for w.‘wlﬂchse!lsiorsﬁ%& Paleta fow ﬁ
y, ev ms apartmen:

has €Bay appeal. Everlthis “friends” his

first-edition Lilian H -and Truman

Capmebooks,.ﬂre put'on the virtual Hock.

Tonello hrevses throngh 3 paragraph of

Christine Muhlkeis a deputy editor of
T: The New York Times Style Mogazine,

1 LSRN Y MRS A T gt

e @
v

Page 2 of 13

.

advice for potentidl seliers, then barrels
toward his fateful sale, a silk Hermes scarf
that draws aggresSive bidding, a5 well as
email messages from desperiite collec-
tors imploring him to help them-complete
their-scarf *wish lists® *I tndmaeeﬂ;ha:
s was ‘only ‘the tp of the iceberg™”
e end-a-girifriend o A
8 tone. ello
rg!metacﬂcﬁ@hemdn't(l?vpe,andqa;

addicted w alliterarion. Sample: “I &da't
mind the ealculus of currency conversion

or the etymology of gxotic entrees.”)
Soon our is an eBay “Plati-
aum er” ovet $25,000 n

mx;mmmd a month. His life be-
tomes g compuiter 0 post office,

plus buying trips around the continent. (*1
was- droyming ‘in sjlk by the time 1 real-
ized ! was in unchirted waters"y Many of
‘his conversations are recounted in e-mail
form, as the only other contact is with his

newlfv?Juan,mﬁMux,Dan.
Whun the buyer of a deck of Hermas
p! cards asks Hit if he has any Bir-

mmmmwmﬁwm
Mentor, graceofth

maskwhaxpneis, uemsdnsm-
phce.pm-BlackBémr any eBay search
for “Hermds” tarped upmesprxrmn
auctions. (Trust me, 1 was looking

Ihaveam‘]ierm&‘wmhﬁst'ofmg
own.) Dazzled by the potential profit mai-

gin, hephones avery boutique in Spain arui
asks fo:;pne. No dice. He drives Lo evesy

Store; €in the'South of Prenceand inguires:
Tantipis.Ona rmmou i Ma-
d.mk however, he hits upon

the witming formivia: he pilesiup 10 ot s
scarves, theq casually asks, “Oh . and
onemore"thmg,, Boyouhaves £ -y
The 518000 bag nets fir. 285,000 profiy

and scom he's gpending over 51.6 million
a year on hamtibags bought Utroush an
international network he's astetilislied to
feed to the market for marked:yp Birkins
tespecially crocod (le).

Hig Business affonds hitm a great liiestybe
te recounts tales of expensive meals,
tesof Chanpagne, cluc hiptele st shopping
sprees. One bifyer asks him o drive her As-
ton Martin from Massachusetts to Floridas
gracepithegarden lends him her Uppor
East Side apartnyent — and he'd never inet
either woman, such bewng the bond of luxu-
rv. It also gives Tonello that je ne sais Bobi
Houd fecling. He writes: “1 définitely dug
the idea of beating Hermésal isown game
Maybe it was silly, but | fuund it exciing
1o think 1 ird knowledge that had eluded
evel (e wealttnes: people In the world”
Bul putwitting the flercely protective cont-
pany loses ite-appenl after the death of his
mothyer (1 didn’t kniow Il my matlase was
2 plrase, ar What™, and ba realizes fha his
role was to sauighy the pancissism and inse-
eurity of penple who “ladked tor nothingy
but wholnpget for mom.”

Is Tonétlo biting the hand thar elicked
“Buy U Now"? Just a cyy ribble He pres-
ents, Mmsell 4% o blitie fgénue it i
Sapder charcoal wgusers-and a dark i
green cashmngre turtienack, with a pawr
ol tahac matte crocadiie Bolnga Vened
Lrogues” why'd railier gessip over a tew
batties of winz-than think abkat Jus awe
retationsup fo designer goods. wiiich Jee
Jin 0, whére he was i the ficst place U
He’d tucked imto what really nukes P””'
plg define themselves by thelr obsessiby
lo Hermes, "Brigging Home the Birko”
sould have bmnght homy sume L&Y -
poriant :ruuxs aboil g nmes: Bul 8100]
FR /L R ST T RHTY: - of 8 noteg-
L—J irei ﬂ"‘a
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StyleMaven Blog - Shopping Inspiration

April 24, 2008

"Bringing Home the Birkin" - Win a Birkin handbag!

- . .+ Have you ever dreamed of claiming your very
E own Birkin? Besides the hefty price tag, the
' wait list may last at least two years. Enter to

.. wina Birkin of your very own - it's a

é " promotion from Harper, Collins Publishers to

: ;‘r"_’f promote a new book, "Bringing Home the

¥ Birkin" by Michael Tonello.

SE r F
B .3

- ) P < ':I
- -I' i,l -.".." :
R R

. svem

Bringing Home the Birkin: My Life in Hot Pursuit of the World's Most Coveted Handbag tells of Michael's
adventures as a Birkin hunter of sorts and a seller of Genuine Birkins on eBay. The pursuit of the coveted bag and
discovering the insider secret to the Hermés waiting list. We can't wait to read this title and learn more of the
intrigue, humor and the secrets of the snagging a Birkin - without the.waitlist!

Bringing Home the Birkin Contest Site

Posted at 11:52 AM in Bags | Peymalink
Technorati Tags: Birkin, Contest, Handbag, Ilermes

Comments

Love this! Did you see his interview on the Early Show?

http://stylemaven.typepad.com/styleagenda/2008/04/bringing-home-thtml 11/24/2008
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http://www.chsnews.com/sections/{ video/mains00251.shtmli?id-40444330

Posted by: Tavia | April 25. 2008 at 08;25 AM.
No, 1 missed the interview. Too bad... I would LOVED have caught it though. Does he have an amazing job or what? A Birkin
huater extraordinaire!I'll check out the video.

Posted by: Stephanie | April 25, 2008 at 02:08 PM.

htip://stylemaven.typepad.com/styleagenda/2008/04/bringing-home-t.htm| 11/24/2008
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The Great Search for a Luxury Good

By LAUREN LIPTON

Article Comments

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB12090931179944416 1 html 11/24/2008
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A Birkin handbag — the ultimate "it" bag since Hermsés Introduced it in 1984 — starts at around
$7,000 and, depending on what kind of hide it's made of, can cost as much as $100,000. Say
that you want one. Say that you can afford one. You'l still have to cool your well-heeled heels to
get one by joining Hermés's years-long waiting list Unless you're Michael Tonello and know how
to talk snooty Hermés salespeople into selling to you, right this minute, that extra Birkin they just
happen to have stashed In the back room.

In his sunny memoir,
"Bringing Home the
Birkin," Mr. Tonelio,
an American
beautician who
moved to Barcelona
a few years ago,
stumbles onto a
lucrative career as a
Hermeés reselier — or,
as he puts it, a
"leather liaison.” His
business is simple.
Buy new Birkins at
retait - the five-figure
crocodlle styles are
e the most wanted —
v and then flip them on

eBay, where the

(boxy, cumbersome)
bags get Snapped up almost immediately despite Mr. Tonello’s substantial markup. At one point
he refers to selling a $22,000 bag for a $5,000 profit.

Of course, the scale of his income depends on the number of bags he can sweet-talk out of
Hermeés, a French luxury-goods maker that sells its merchandise at its own stores and controls
its Birkin supply with DeBeers-like obsession. Mr. Tonello soon gets wise. "l have to laugh when |
read articles that claim Hermés produces 'about 100 Birkins per year,! " he writes. If that were
true, he adds, then in 2005 "I bought the entire annual production and then some!” How is
this regular person able to get his hands on so many Birkins, when the rich and famous often
can't buy one? It all comes down to Mr Tonello's "Formula,” a buying strategy that depends on
soclal subtiety and a generous budget.

[TIF WAl
STAY

Even Mr. Tonello can't believe his good forlune when the Formula dawns on him. He travels
through Europe mastly, but also Asia and South America, stopping at Hermés boutiques dressed
to the nines, pouring on the charm, and making sure to avaid asking for a Birkin outnght, at least
at first. Instead, he spends a couple of grand on other Hermés items (which he also reselis on
eBay) and then asks, as if by the way, whether the store has a Birkin that he might buy — often

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB 1209093 1 1 799444161 .html 11/24/2008
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"for my mother."

Whereas the direct approach might well have

Book Ex;erpt i elicited the usual waiting-list reply - adding to ﬁi‘,‘f‘,‘,‘,‘,‘,‘;‘s‘f,’;‘
ead an’excerpt from "Bringing o i <
> Home the Birkin * the Birkin aura but thwarting an actual sale —- g}:‘!{b lfam!w
Aq; Mr. Tonello’s roundabout method somehow 420
inspires clerks to discover a Birkin or two i
thejr inventory, bags they might have otherwise held back. He refines his Formula by breaking More in |
down Hermés salespeople into types ("the Grandmother." "the Nazi" and 8o on) and talloring his
pitch accordingly. Ihe Road &
e Sedrch

in no time he is maxing out his credit cards, buying Birkins from place to piace and shop to shop
- one year, he buys $1.6 million in bags and other Hermés goodies — and reselling them to a Chaucer’s R
seemingly insatiable Internet clientele. The only venue where the Formula fails to work is New RareBooks
York; where the price of admission is too high: To be taken seriously, it seems, requires Into the Wi
spending far more than a couple of thousand dollars.
"Bringing Home the Birkin" threatens to lose pace when Mr Tonello recounts his Formula Most Poj
triumphs again and again. A Hermés store in Santiago, for instance, has only two Birkin bags: .
The saleswoman telis him that "Paris does not really like It if we sell two bags to one individual” — Read B
and then invites Mr. Tonello to buy one today with his credit card and the other tomorrow with
cash. But the book offers subplots, too, including Mr. Tonello's finding true love. And there are Us
memorable business moments. He solves his supply-chain problem by using free-fance buyers Com

who apply the Formuia, pass the bags along to Mr. Tonello and receive, in return, a share of the
profit. When he buys more bags on his traveis than he can carry onto the plane back to
Barcslona, he starts shipping them to his beloved parfents in Florida, who become a de facto Oba

fulfiiment center, eventually sending the bags on to eBay buyers.
Seov

in one amusing scene at the Athens Hermés boutique, Mr.

Tonello beats a group of competing resellers at their own game, Most Reat
buying their reserved Birkins out from underneath them. He calls

the shop and claims that earlier in the day he had put the cream

crocodile Birkin on hold for his wife but that, alas, she already has

a bag in that color. "Would you please tell the lady who put it on

hold for me that | don't need it?" A half-hour later he goes into the

store and buys the bag himseff. He even has his mother phone

from Florida to remove "her” hold from a second bag, then he

buys it as well.

But the memoir reads as much llke a breezy travelogue as a

business story, with descriptions of gourmet menus (“toast with
woodcock and sardines”) and sumptuous lodgings ("a natural hot-spring Jacuzzi tucked in a
bamboo hut"). The prose is vivid, the tone lighthearted. Mr. Tonelioc comes off as the fantasy gay
best fnend immortalized in contemporary women's fiction: sassy, plucky, optimistic — oh, and he
can get you a Birkin.

More than once, "Bringing Home the Birkin" ralses a question at its own expense: Is this any way
to make a living? Mr. Tonello remarks many times that he thinks spending major money on a

http://online.wsj.com/articie/SB1209093 11799444161 .html 11/24/2008
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handbag is ridiculous. But he is only too glad to exploit such folly for his own purposes At least
for a while. At the end of the book, after a family tragedy, he realizes that he is weary of the
game and decides to make his money some other way . Of course, he comes to this decision
while soaking up the sun on a glamorous vacation in Greece.

Ms. Lipton covered online shopping and luxury goods at the Journal. Her second novel,
“Mating Rituals of the North American WASP,"” will be published next year.
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