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25 Tips for the New Lawyer

This is not going to be easy. But you knew that well before you passed the bar
(Congratulations, by the way!). There are a lot of lessons you will need to learn
the hard way. Still. It would be nice, wouldn't it, to have a slight edge when
starting out as a new lawyer? Perhaps an older, savvier friend to fill you in

on subtler codes of conduct or to introduce you to the court clerk. Someone
to grab you by the elbow and steer you away from trouble and toward better

decisions. Or even a cranky old guy to “teach you a thing or two.”

We think so, too. So consider this list of tips and truths your friendly kick to
the shins under the conference table and, in some cases, a not-so-subtle kick
in the pants. We compiled “25 Tips for the New Lawyer” to help you get out of
the blocks with the best start possible. Whether you're backed up by an army
of support staff and senior partners or braving it solo, soak up some of this

sound advice and see if it doesn’t help the hard lessons come a little easier.

(Pssssst. You'll find more than just 25 great tips here—there are also 50+

links to some of Attorney at Work’s most popular posts.)

—-Merrilyn Astin Tarlton
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90 The Elephant in the Office
What Can a Marketing Assistant Do for You?

Stupid Mistakes Lawyers Make with Their Computers
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Calming Down an Angry Client

Fire a Client
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Be the World’s Most Client Accessible Lawyer
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Managing Up
You’re Hired! Here’s How to Stay That Way
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Four Things Your Assistant Can Do Better

A Cynic's Guide to Pro Bono Work
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Ask Yourself the Moneyball Question

When You Lose a Client
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Big Ideas for Small Talk

How to Behave at An Event


http://www.attorneyatwork.com
http://www.attorneyatwork.com/articles/how-to-behave-at-an-event
http://www.attorneyatwork.com/articles/big-ideas-for-small-talk

25 TIPS FOR THE NEW LAWYER

Related Links:
Surprise Your Client
Essential Cloud Apps for Lawyer
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Curmudgeon’s Perspective: Late ... Again?
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Q\ Now for Something Completely Different

Organize Your Brain with Mindmapping
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Don’t Negotiate, Collaborate!
Curmudgeon’s Perspective: What Did You Call Me?
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The Best Pricing Advice Ever
First Figure Out Your Fee

Getting the Fee You Deserve
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Take Charge of Your Destiny
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Take It From the Wonder Pets

The Cost of Switching Law Firms
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Can I Get a Little Help Here?
Stop, Look and Listen
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Related Links:
Business Development Marching Orders
Buff Up Your Bio

Shape Up Your Social Status Daily
Today’s To-Do: Promote Self
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Take Five Steps Up to Leadership

Take a Risk: Trust
Being Kind
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Related Links:
Ditch the “I Didn’t Get It Done Today” Blues

Stamp Out Snoozing
Back Off That Send Button, Buddy
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Say What?

Make Meetings Count
Conference Call Etiquette
Using the iPad in Meetings
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Related Links:
Curmudgeon’s Perspective: Civil Matters
Say Thank You to Stand Out
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About Attorney at Work

Attorney at Work is for the enterprising lawyer. Thought leaders, innovators
and real-world practitioners—the best in the business from around the globe,
actually—serve up original ideas that will scratch the itch, smooth the rough
edges, kick out the jams and point the shining way for you to create the life

and career you just flat deserve.

Visit our website at www.attorneyatwork.com (ALERT: You'll find a lot of
really useful and entertaining stuff in that daily stream!) and then simply
type your email address into the Subscribe box to receive a free dispatch

every workday morning.

Merrilyn Astin Tarlton has been helping lawyers and law firms think differently about the business of practicing
law since 1984. She was a founding member of the Legal Marketing Association, past Trustee and President of the
College of Law Practice Management and recipient of the LMA Hall of Fame award. Merrilyn is Partner/Catalyst of

Attorney at Work along with Joan Feldman, Partner/Editorial and Mark Feldman, Partner/Creative.
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