
Social Security Administration 
Randomization of SSN Issuance 
Impact to LexisNexis® Accurint® for Government

Overview

The Social Security Administration (SSA) recently announced they will be 
changing their method for assigning social security numbers (SSNs) to a 
randomized approach effective June 25, 2011. Under the current approach, 
SSNs are methodically assigned according to a specific format based on 
published ranges associated with state and the time frames of issuance, 
commonly referred to as the block group. This allowed for several risk 
assessments to be conducted when evaluating the validity of a SSN as well 
as the ability to return the issuance information. With the new randomized 
assignment approach, SSNs will no longer be issued according to published 
ranges but will instead be issued in a randomized approach. Consequently, 
LexisNexis will be limited in our ability to conduct certain risk evaluations and 
return issuance information on new SSNs issued after the change.

Impact to LexisNexis® InstantID® and LexisNexis® Business InstantID®

LexisNexis will continue reporting the historical issuance information and risk 
assessments for SSNs that match a published valid SSN block group that was 
only utilized prior to the change. Since most nonimmigrant US consumers 
obtain their SSN as children, the impact of this change on evaluating consumers 
in this population will be deferred for many years. For immigrants or non-immigrant 
adults obtaining their SSN after this change, the specific year and location of 
issuance will be unknown. However, since the SSN will not match a published 
block group, it will be possible to infer the SSN was issued after June 24, 2011 
making it possible to determine the maximum time since issuance.

These LexisNexis solutions, InstantID and Business InstantID, contain results 
that use the current SSN issuance block groups to validate and conduct risk 
evaluations on a SSN. With the new randomized SSN issuance format, the SSA 
will remove all identifiable block group information and our ability to validate 
SSNs created starting June 25, 2011.

In response, all LexisNexis Products that use SSN validation, issuance or 
risk evaluation information will need to be modified in order to continue to 
function after June 24, 2011. Changes to the current risk indicator and new 
risk indicators being created due to the change of SSN Issuance information for 
SSN validation include:

Risk Indicator Summary of Impact

6 The input SSN is invalid or not yet issued.

LexisNexis will no longer be able to determine if the 
input SSN has not yet been issued, so we will change the 
text description for this risk indicator.

Note: The new risk indicator text description will be “The 
input SSN is invalid.”
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Risk Indicator Summary of Impact

RS This risk indicator will be new after the change by the 
SSA is implemented. It will identify consumers that were 
actively reported to be using an invalid SSN prior to the 
issuance change on June 25, 2011.

Note: The new risk indicator text description will be 
“SSN is potentially randomly issued by the SSA.”

IS This risk indicator will be new after the change by the 
SSA is implemented. It will identify possible randomized 
SSNs that have been created under the new SSA SSN 
randomized format.

Note: The new risk indicator text description will be 
“SSN is potentially randomly issued by the SSA, but 
invalid when first associated with the consumer.”

Impact to Reports

When a randomized SSN is returned for a subject, relative, or associated 
person within a report, the issuance state and date information will be 
unknown. Therefore, a randomized SSN will be followed with text that states 
“SSN is potentially randomized.” The word “randomized” will be a hyperlink 
that when clicked will display the following text: 

“The SSN is possibly a randomized SSN issued by the SSA and cannot be 
validated or invalidated. On June 25, 2011 the Social Security Administration 
changed the format of SSN issuance to a randomized format. For more 
information on SSN Randomization, please refer to the www.SSA.GOV website.” 

This affects the subject, relatives, and associated people sections of the reports 
listed below.

• Address Report

• Business Report

• Comprehensive Healthcare Provider Report

• Comprehensive Report

• Provider Screening Report

• Summary Report

http://www.SSA.GOV

