
TOP THREE TOOLS FOR 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR CASE AND 
FINDING RELATED AUTHORITY:

1. Get your bearings with a Case Summary.

It’s like a mini case brief. Read this first for a clear
overview of the facts and holdings of the case. Now you’ll
only need to read the case once to understand it, saving
hours of time.

2. LexisNexis® Headnotes are the black letter law.

Reading the headnotes will ensure you don’t miss
important black letter law. Legal topic tags are located
above each headnote. These topic tags describe what
area of law is being discussed—keeping you oriented to
why the rule is important.

3. Educate yourself quickly with Topic Summaries.

LexisNexis has built-in, one-page cheat sheets for
important legal topics. These provide you with the legal
definition, elements and links to key cases.

Enter the citation for your case in the Red Search Box.
This will retrieve the document.

Read a case once and understand it.
Lexis Advance® has built-in tools that make case law easier to understand. 
These tools will help you digest and analyze a large volume of information efficiently.

Researching the case or statute 
you’ve been given

START BY PULLING UP A CASE ON 
LEXIS ADVANCE®.



THESE FOUR TOOLS TELL THE WHOLE STORY OF A STATUTE:

Get help with legal research:
LEXISADVANCE.COM LIVE SUPPORT 8AM - 1AM

1. Check the Table of Contents to see how your statute
fits within the code.
See what Title or Chapter your statute section is
located within and view surrounding statutes that may
be related to the same legal topic. Feel confident you
haven’t missed any important statutes relevant to 
your research.

2. See how the courts have interpreted a statute
using Annotations.
Once you’ve read your statute, consult the Annotations
to get the full story. Knowing how the courts have
interpreted and applied the statutory language will affect
how you apply that statute.

3. Case opinions are organized by topic and listed under
Case Notes.
Select a topic from the list to see key cases and relevant
points of law regarding your statute.

4. Uncover the history of a statute’s interpretations
by Shepardizing™.
The Shepard’s® Citations Service report will show you all
cases that have cited to your statute. Seeing how those
past cases construed your statute will provide you with
evidence of how the statute would likely be applied.

For a quicker overview, use the graphic Shepard’s display,
shown here.
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