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The current jurisprudential framework on discharging independent children’s lawyers (‘ICLs’) sits
uneasily with role and statutory duties of the ICL. The case law reveals conflicting interpretations of
the principles governing the removal of ICLs, signifying the need for a cohesive framework. This
article traverses the ways in which judges have addressed the removal of ICLs and contends that an
ICL’s conduct should be measured against the standards of a solicitor (with the overarching purpose
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to decision-makers. The concept of the proper administration of justice captures a wider range of
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A number of Australian states provide world-leading statutory donor linking laws through which
donor-conceived people and their donors are supported to make contact with each other. However, the
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right to know donor siblings, whether as a means by which to explore their own identity and medical
history or to avoid consanguineous relationships. This study argues that legislatures have
underestimated the significance of donor sibling linking to donor-conceived people. Whether new
laws take the form of a right to access information by consent or a voluntary register, it is time for all
Australian states to recognise the importance of donor sibling linking to donor-conceived adults.
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physical and psychological harm. It is argued that the repeal of the presumption of equal shared
parental responsibility is a positive step in the right direction, but the standards and requirements of
family reports could be improved. It is important that Australia’s family law better protects children in
the making of family reports.
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