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and are protected by New Zealand’s property law. The original intention was to provide land for the
settlement of the British immigrants so they would develop the land for both agricultural production
and townships. However, this article will show that this was detrimental to the indigenous people of
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Maori. Moreover, the colonial governments provided endowments and Crown land grants to public
bodies and church groups. However, there has been little research in this area to determine if the
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To meet global and national targets, ecosystem restoration must be implemented across a large
part of Australia’s landscape. With 40% of Australia’s land mass held in leasehold (also known as
Crown or pastoral leases), it is critical to consider whether and how restoration can occur on these
lands.

Using Australia’s blue carbon methodology as an example, this article illustrates how ecosystem
restoration may involve significant changes in land use, especially on land which has been leased by
the Crown for pastoral or grazing purposes. To this end, this article provides a critical jurisdictional
analysis of the legislative arrangements for leasehold tenure across Australia to determine whether
and how leases can be amended or granted for restoration purposes.
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