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NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER

Congressional Information Service, Inc. (CIS) is grateful to the Catholic Foreign
Mission Society of America, popularly known as the Maryknoll Fathers and
Brothers, for suggesting this micropublishing project. CIS is also grateful to
the Maryknoll Library for making its set of the Collectanea Commissionis Syno-
dalis available for filming and to Jean-Paul Wiest, Research Director of the
Maryknoll Society History Program, for writing an introduction to this.guide
to the microfiche collection and translating the titles of the seventeen articles
written in Chinese and published without a Latin, French, or English translation.

The Reference Bibliography section of this guide includes, in addition to
the standard bibliographic data for each volume, the table of contents for each
volume. CIS compiled an alphabetical Title Index for all essays, articles, and
regularly occurring features. In the Title Index each title entry is followed by
the author’s name, page number in parentheses, year, and volume number.
An Index by Names contains the names of all identified authors. A subject
and names index to volumes one through fifteen may be found at the end of
volume 15-B in the microfiche collection and a similar index for volumes sixteen
through nineteen may be found at the end of volume 19 in the microfiche
collection. The successor publications to the Collectanea Commissionis Syno-
dalis noted by Jean-Paul Wiest in his introduction are available for examination
in the Maryknoll Library, Maryknoll, New York.
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INTRODUCTION

Collectanea Commissionis Synodalis
by Jean-Paul Wiest

On May 1, 1928, the first issue of a monthly Catholic periodical was published
for priests, brothers and sisters in China. This periodical, entitled Collectanea
Commissionis Synodalis, was destined to play a major role in shaping the
Chinese Catholic Church. The person behind this publication was none other
than Archbishop Celso Costantini, the head of the apostolic delegation in
China.

History of the Periodical

The Man and the Idea Behind the Periodical

‘““You must implement the missionary program of Maximum Illud and con-
vene a plenary conference.”’! These instructions were given on a late summer
day of September 1922 by Cardinal Willem Van Rossum, prefect of the Sacred
Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith,? bidding farewell to Arch-
bishop Celso Costantini, the newly-appointed and first apostolic delegate to
China.

The document to which the cardinal referred was a three-year-old encyclical
letter, which called for the reform of Catholic missionary practices. In it, Pope
Benedict XV urged missionaries to set aside all attitudes which smacked of
imperialism, to forget the interests of their country of birth, and to concen-
trate on being ambassadors of Christ ‘‘and ministers of a religion which em-
braces all men that adore God.”* The pope also asked missionary priests not
to treat native priests as a second-class clergy and stressed the urgency of hav-
ing native bishops lead their own people.

The Catholic Church in China controlled by European missionary societies,
had not been very responsive to the pope’s encyclical. The Chinese priests
belonged mostly to the secular clergy and were treated as auxiliaries by the
foreign religious priests. Vicars apostolic were unwilling to surrender parts of
their territorial jurisdictions to other missionary groups—and even less to
Chinese secular priests led by a Chinese bishop—to make the creation of new
ecclesiastical territories possible.

The instructions received by Archbishop Costantini, therefore, meant that
Cardinal Van Rossum expected the new apostolic delegate to remedy this unhap-
py situation. Costantini did not waste time, and within a year and a half, was
able to bring about some significant changes.
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He dared to criticize the religious societies for establishing missions and not
establishing the church. Without hesitation, he told the foreign vicars apostolic
they had erred by deviating from the ‘‘method of the apostles,” which was
to found local churches and hand them over as quickly as possible to local
leadership. By April 1924, he had already convinced two European bishops
to turn over part of their mission territories to two Chinese prefects apostolic.*

During the same period of time, Costantini had gathered a special commis-
sion of Chinese and foreign priests to prepare the forthcoming plenary coun-
cil. By March 1924, the draft of the proposed decrees was ready and sent to
the bishop of Macao, the heads of missions, and the superiors of male mis-
sionary societies with a notice from the apostolic delegate to convene on
May 15.° To ensure as much Chinese participation as possible, Costantini also
requested that the Chinese clergy send representatives.

Archbishop Costantini viewed the plenary council as a major force for
disseminating the spirit of Maximum Illud and making the foreign missionaries
look beyond what he called ‘territorial feudalism.”” When, on opening day,
he saw the prelates and priests assembled in front of him, he could count only
thirteen Chinese faces: the two prefects apostolic he had recently selected and
eleven representatives of the Chinese clergy. During the session, however, the
participants agreed upon a set of regulations aimed at developing and nur-
turing a less foreign, more Chinese Catholic church. The apostolic method
was being revived.®

The Beginning of Collectanea Commissionis Synodalis

During the first plenary council, held in Shanghai from May 15 to June 12,
1924, 861 articles of norms and decrees were enacted. Among these was the
decision to launch three permanent committees: a Commission on Schools,
Books, and Press; a Commission to Translate the Holy Scripture in the or-
dinary Chinese language, known as pai-hua; and a Commission to Develop
a Uniform Text of Catechism and Prayers.” The commission on translation,
however, could not be started because specialists combining expertise in sacred
scriptures, as well as the several languages involved, had not yet been trained.
The catechetical commission was launched in 1929 under the direction of Bishop
Augustus Henninghaus. Five years later, it published China’s official catechism
in the form of 377 questions and answers entitled Yao-li Wen-ta @ £ 121 ).

The Commission on Schools, Books, and Press officially began in 1928 and
played the most important role because its scope, in a sense, embraced that
of the two other committees. Its task was to promote Catholic education at
all levels of society and to make use of Catholic Action, schools and the press
in the campaign for the intellectual reconstruction of China. The commission
was, therefore, also responsible for diffusing news on the progress and the work
accomplished by the other commissions.?

Almost immediately, the Commission on Schools, Books, and Press became
known, in short, as the Synodal Commission. Its five-member team worked
in Peking directly under the apostolic delegate. Each member was a priest

x Collectanea Commissionis Synodalis




selected for a three-year renewable term because of his academic and linguistic
expertise. The team was always composed of four Western missionaries and
one Chinese. The first group, for instance, comprised two Frenchmen, Auguste
Bernard from the Society of Jesus, and Georges de Jonghe from the Paris
Foreign Missions Society; one German, Theodore Mittler from the Society
of the Divine Word; one American, George Barry O’Toole, an oblate of St.
Dominic and rector of the Catholic University of Peking. The fifth member
was Philippe Ou, a Chinese Vincentian.’

Archbishop Costantini gave Father Mittler the responsibility of editing a
new monthly periodical, Collectanea Commissionis Synodalis, which would
be the bulletin of the apostolic delegation and would spread the work of the
Synodal Commission. This periodical would provide the clergy in China with
practical information and serve as a forum for exchanging ideas and present-
ing successful methods of evangelization.!?

The Evolution of the Periodical

From the start, the periodical was multilingual, as indicated by the official
masthead, which displayed the title not only as Collectanea Commissionis
Synodalis, but also as Dossiers de la Commission Synodale, Digest of the Synodal
Commission, and %% ¥ (or in its fuller form 2 ## % E ).

Articles could be written in any of these four languages; however,
other languages became increasingly common in reprints of letters, newspaper
excerpts, and book reviews. In January 1940, the periodical furthur acknowl-
edged its international character by beginning to feature articles in German
and Italian. From then on, to lighten the masthead, only the Latin and Chinese
titles were displayed. As a rule, important articles were published in bilingual
form or preceded by a summary in Latin.

Until 1941, the periodical appeared regularly with only one or two com-
bined issues per year. By 1942, however, the disruption brought about by the
Sino-Japanese War began to affect the schedule of publication. That year, only
seven issues came out; four appeared in 1943; and the following year, the number
dwindled to two. The years 1945-1946 with only five issues altogether were com-
bined into a single volume.!" In 1946, as the situation in China was returning
to normal, the Holy See formally established the Catholic hierarchy in China.
By this gesture, the pope meant to speed-up the transfer of authority over the
Catholic Church in China from Western missionary societies to the Chinese
clergy. 2

One of the first steps of the newly-established hierarchy was to give broader
responsibilities to the Synodal Commission. In the reorganization process,
which took place in 1947, the commission emerged as a new body called Catholic
Central Bureau. At the same time, it became apparent to its board of editors
that Collectanea Commissionis Synodalis should also undergo some changes.

The July-December 1947 issue, the third issue for that year, announced that
1948 would see the beginning of two new monthly periodicals. Studium Mis-
sionale would keep the international missionary community informed of the
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problems it faced in modern China and also serve as a forum for sharing ex-
periences. The periodical would publish articles either in French, English or
Latin with Chinese characters whenever necessary. The other periodical, called
Tio Shen ( 14 )—The Voice of the Clergy—would appear only in Chinese. It
would be a pastoral review similar to LAmi du Clergé in France and The
American Ecclesiastical Review in the United States. It would aim at the clergy
in general, Chinese as well as foreign.

The two periodicals began to appear in the spring of 1948 with slightly dif-
ferent names than what had been announced. The multilingual periodical’s
masthead bore the name of China Missionary, and the Chinese periodical
adopted the romanization of 7o Sheng.'

Content of Collectanea and Potential for Research

The periodical’s expressed purpose was to provide essays and information to
the clergy on the three general topics of education, the press, and Catholic
youth.'* However, since practically all the activities of the Catholic Church
in China revolved around these three questions, and since all events in China
and the rest of the world had, in some way, an impact on one or more of these
broad topics, the range of issues discussed and information provided in the
periodical is extremely varied.

Most copies contain the following sections: in-depth essays on a particular
question; shorter articles updating questions previously dealt with; official
Chinese documents; church documents; excerpts from the Western and Chinese
press; annotated bibliography and book reviews; miscellaneous information.

The periodical is an amazing source of valuable materials for almost any
field of research. In this introduction, only a few topics can be touched upon.

Education in General

On the topic of educational development in China, the first issue of May 1928,
is a delight for the researcher. From the edict of the Kwang-hsii emperor in
1898, calling for educational reform, the issue retraces the various efforts at
modernizing the educational system at all levels until the legislation of
November 1927, Most official documents are presented in their original Chinese
form. Then, throughout the following issues, the educational question is up-
dated with excerpts from the press, letters from the missionaries, and reprints
from decrees of the Ministry of Education.

Just in its first two years of existence, Collectanea produced no less than
eighteen articles on Sun Yat-sen’s Three People’s Principles, presenting part
of the original text and translations of both the students’ and the teachers’
versions, complemented by a detailed analysis of the contents. Over the follow-
ing three years, Collectanea also introduced 2,525 words and expressions used
in Three People’s Principles that missionaries should know.

The field of Catholic education, of course, received a wide coverage with
articles presenting Catholic schools in many different settings, including the
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Catholic universities of Aurora and Peking. In early years, the question of
registration of Catholic schools with the government is also well documented.
Other essays cover topics such as curriculum, formation of teachers, opening
of student hostels, and inspection of schools.

Another interesting series in Collectanea is the reprint of the bilingual text
of the course in logic taught at Catholic University in Peking. It covers 110
pages from May 1928 to April-May 1930. Equally valuable are the numerous
essays dealing with history, philosophy, economics, sociology, political science,
archeology, and philology as they relate to China and its civilization. Finally,
writings like the two-part article on the ‘‘Educational Work of the Whole China
Mission, 1929-1939”’ are very precious, not only for their analysis of the mis-
sionary work during that decade, but also because of the huge amount of
statistics, tables, and charts provided.'

The Youth

Beside the writings on schools, many articles are dedicated to youth activities.
For instance, the July 1928 issue contains the constitution of the Chinese
Catholic Youth Action. This organization always receives wide coverage. In
1929, articles about it appear in the January, February, March, and June-July
issues, while more general information and discussion on Chinese youth and
students are found in the May, October and December copies.

Missionary activities

This is another very well-covered topic in Collectanea. It includes essays on
the various apostolic methods used by missionaries: educational, medical, and
social works; direct preaching; training and employment of catechists; types
of catechumenates; parish organizations. Collectanea provides frequent up-
dated overviews of the whole missionary work with precise statistics on the
development of the Catholic Church in every province of China. Throughout
the periodical, one can often follow the work of various missionary societies
and retrace some of their failures and successes in inserting Christianity into
China. Collectanea also frequently refers to activities by Protestant missionaries
by providing extensive excerpts from their publications in China.

In addition, there are essays attempting, from a theological point of view,
to draw the differences and the similarities between concepts used in the Western
and the Chinese cultures, such as Logos and Tao.!¢

Collectanea abounds in historical articles on missionary figures, like John
Monte Corvino, Anthony Caballero, Matteo Ricci, or about fascinating topics
such as the history of the Russian Orthodox mission in China.

Finally, the periodical communicates the official policy of the Catholic
Church: major encyclicals and documents from the Holy See, as well as direc-
tives from the apostolic delegate and other bishops of China.

Christian Art and Architecture

Under the leadership of the Apostolic Delegate Costantini, Collectanea gives
an important place to the development of a Chinese Christian art and archi-
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tecture. Besides numerous articles on the subject, two issues—May 1932 and
February 1941—are entirely devoted to this topic.?’

The May 1932 edition is a survey of efforts made by Christianity, since the
time of the Nestorians, to adopt a Chinese style. It presents examples of sinicized
Christian sculpture, painting and architecture, including some of the most re-
cent works. :

The February 1941 issue is more practical and gives detailed explanations—
including architectural drawings—on how to build in Chinese style a dispen-
sary, a school, a chapel, an entire mission compound, a seminary, and even
a convent or a monastery. The drawings, made by an architectural firm, give
all information pertaining to construction from the foundation to the top of
the roof; they also include areas of detail for flooring, windows, and cornices.

The Press

Excerpts from the Western and Chinese press abound in almost every issue,
but of primary importance is the detailed study on the status of the press in
China in the mid-1930s. These articles include: The Catholic Press in China
(March 1936); The Jewish Press in China (July-August 1937); The Buddhist
Press in China (January 1938); The Protestant Press in China (March 1938);
The Russian Press in China (April 1938); The Taoist Press in China (May 1938),
The Catholic Press in Manchuria (July-August 1938); The Muslim Press in
China (September-October 1938); The Confucian Press in China (November
1938); The Chinese Press in Java (February 1937); and The Chinese Press in
Australia (May 1937).

Periodically, Collectanea also published lists of publications available from
the several Catholic printing houses in China. In addition, the periodical con-
tains several articles on the development of Chinese journalism.

Conclusion

The above sections on Education, Youth, Christian Art, Missionary Activities
and the Press, provide only a glimpse of what can be found in Collectanea.
The variety of data seems practically limitless not only for researchers con-
cerned with Christian missions in China, but also for those interested in
Republican China. There are essays on cultural life in China, including films
and plays. There are reports on flood and plagues, on opium and banditry,
and the efforts made to solve such problems.

A quick reading through the miscellaneous section of Collectanea reveals
aplethora of information not easily available elsewhere. In 1929, for instance,
one can read about the meaning of the plum flower as China’s national flower,
on the death of Liang Ch’i-ch’ao, and a letter of Jacques Maritain on ‘‘Thomism
and China.”’ In 1931, the magazine introduces the reader to China’s civil code,
presents archeological discoveries and Nestorian relics, reveals some aspects
of Chinese calligraphy and music, and discusses questions of passport inspec-
tion and church properties. The volume for 1934 provides plenty of statistics
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on the population of Nanking, Shanghai, Mukden and even Manchuria; one
reads also about Chinese students in the United States and the eight million
Chinese living abroad.

Research is greatly facilitated by the detailed table of contents accompany-
ing each issue and the topical index provided, with only a few exceptions,
annually.
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NOTES

!Celso Costantini, Con I Missionari in Cina (Rome: Unione Missionaria del Clero
in Italia, 1946), Vol. I, p. 3.

?In historical studies, the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith is often
referred to in short as Propaganda or Propaganda Fide. After the Vatican I1 Council,
however, its official name was changed into The Sacred Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples. It is a department of the Vatican administration charged
with supervising the spread of the Catholic faith and legislating ecclesiastical affairs
in mission territories. Its role in a particular country ends usually when the local church
is organized on a regular basis with dioceses and resident bishops. In the meanwhile,
Propaganda divides mission territories into three types according to their stage of
development. An independent mission is the lowest level of ecclesiastical organiza-
tion. It is divided into various mission stations and is headed by a priest who does
not have episcopal power. A prefecture apostolic is similar, except that it is headed
by a prefect apostolic who is rarely a bishop but who has wide episcopal powers and
acts as a direct representative of the pope. With an increased number of converts and
a fuller development of Catholic life, the prefecture is erected into a vicariate apostolic.
It is administered by a vicar apostolic who is usually a bishop also directly responsible
to the pope. For all practical purposes, however, a vicariate is equivalent to a diocese.

*Maximum Ilud

‘Con I Missionari. .., 1, pp. 84-87, 169-71, 483-84. See also Jean Bruls, Réforme
des Missions au X Xe siécle (Tournai: Casterman, 1960), pp. 43, 111-12, 127-28. In
October 1926, these two Chinese prefect apostolics, together with four other com-
patriots, were ordained China’s first native bishops by Pope Pius XI. For the sake
of accuracy, though, it should be noted that, in 1874, Lo Wenzao, a Chinese Dominican
from the Philippines, was appointed bishop of Nanking and Peking. Historically,
he is, therefore, the first Chinese bishop. His nomination, however, led to so much
controversy that the Holy See did not appoint more Chinese prelates until 1924,

3 Primum Concilium Sinense, Anno 1924 (Zi-ka-wei: Typographia Missionis Catholicae,
1929), pp. 5-6.

$Con I Missionari. . ., 1, pp. 273-75; Réforme. .., p. 45
"Primum Concilium. . ., pp. 32-36, pp. 30-48.

8Con I Missionari. . ., 11, pp. 5-7; Réforme. . ., pp. 95-97; Collectanea Commissionis
Synodalis, May 1928, p. 1.

*Missions, Séminaires, Oeuvres Catholiques de Chine, 1928-1929, (Shanghai: T’ou-
se-we, 1930), p. 6.

YCon I Missionari. . ., 11, pp. 5-7; Collectanea. . ., May 1928, p. 3.

'Postal service was also severely disrupted. The March-May 1946 issue never arrived
at Maryknoll Library and is missing from this collection.

12 At that time, only twenty-seven out of 138 ecclesiastical divisions of the Catholic church
in China were headed by a Chinese.

BCollectanea. . ., July-December 1947, pp. 247-49.

xvi Collectanea Commissionis Synodalis




“Collectanea. . ., July 1928, p. 52; January-February 1930, p. 1.
BCollectanea. . ., January 1941, pp. 39-59; March 1941, pp. 129-53.

“Collectanea. . ., 1941, January, pp. 4-29; March, pp. 104-28; April, pp. 195-222; May,
pp. 316-46.

"The year 1939 is also worth mentioning because every issue contains a section on Chinese
art with exquisite photographs.
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