
DIFFERENCES THAT DELIVER  
GOOD LAW 
Shepard’s® Citation Service gives you every reason to be confident you’re building your case on  
good law. Here’s how: 

Industry Leader
For more than 140 years, Shepard’s has combined 
 innovation with exceptional quality. By collecting and 
analyzing opinions as they become available from the 
courts, Shepard’s Citations Service is continually  
updated as the law evolves. Cases arrive electronically 
from the courts every 15 minutes. Once a case is  
online, Shepard’s analysis is added within 48 to 72  
hours on average. 

Authoritative Legal Analysis
Shepard’s attorney-editors, who average 15 years of 
legal experience, carefully read and analyze each case 
for its impact on the law according to strict standards 
and guidelines. Editors map the history chain and also 
provide headnotes written in the language of the court to 
ensure a true reflection of court holdings. Plus,  
LexisNexis headnotes are categorized specifically for  
online research using a system designed to support 
newer topics and areas of law. 

Full Range of Treatment
Only Shepard’s offers a full range of editorial analysis— 
positive treatment like “followed by” as well as neutral 
treatment and negative analysis like “overruled” and 
“distinguished.” Shepard’s reports can show vital  
instances where a court follows or explains your case  
on your point of law, possibly strengthening your  
argument and directing you to more supporting  
authority. Without “followed by” or “explained”, you  
could miss these supporting arguments. Plus, decisions 
rarely result in a single outcome. When one point of 
law is followed and another point overruled, i.e., a split  
of authority, only Shepard’s shows you if your point  
is still good law.
 

Shepard’s Signal™ Indicators
These indicators (e.g., the red stop sign) and treatment 
phrases (e.g., overruled) make it easy to see how your 
case is treated. Plus each citing case carries a signal indicator 
to show how courts have subsequently treated it.

Shepard’s® Preview
Available only on Lexis Advance®, the Shepard’s preview 
offers highlights of the full report when you are viewing a 
full-text case. You can see an overview of all subsequent 
treatment and link directly to citing references of interest 
even before you Shepardize®.

Shepard’s® Report Filtering
One-click filter choices let you bring negative—or  
positive—treatment to the top of the report. Filter by 
headnote, jurisdiction, time frame or depth of discussion. 
When viewing a case, Shepard’s lets you link to relevant 
case passages matched to the headnote you’re  
following. When you filter by depth of discussion, you  
can move to citing cases that analyzed your case  
decision rather than just mentioning it.

Shepard’s Alert®

Case law and statutes change, but you can easily stay 
in the know. Use the Shepard’s Alert feature to receive 
prompt notifications online or via email. You can even  
request alerts on recently enacted or proposed  
legislation that may impact a statute of interest. 

Visualization
Discover patterns in subsequent history you’ve never 
seen before. Shepard’s® Citing Decisions Grid gives you  
a visual of vital history events so you can better  
determine if your point of law is still evolving. Also,  
uncover direct relationships between your case and  
others in the appellate history chain by viewing a  
graphical path from a major citing event to your case. 
Then you can focus on reading these cases to  
determine if the citing event impacted your case.

For more differences that deliver, contact your LexisNexis® account representative,  
call LexisNexis® Customer Support at 800.543.6862 or visit lexisnexis.com/advance. 
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